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To Allen T. Brown

November 3, 1941   [Washington, D.C.]

Dear Allen:

Your mother came home yesterday at two o’clock with her nurse in attendance.  She made the trip comfortably, though Fleet almost knocked her down as they helped her out of the car.  At first she was a little tired and then seemed to make a marked improvement the same evening.  She insisted on coming down in the elevator for dinner in the dining room, and spent all her time on the porch.

Last night I went into her room four or five times and she was sleeping each time but once.  I found out this morning she got up once herself and then went on the porch at six o’clock and was able to fix herself comfortably in a chair.  The nurse is still in attendance from 7:30 in the morning until 6:30 at night.

I think she will probably make rapid strides during the next two or three days.  Colonel Kirk tells me that ribs heal very quickly, due to the free circulation of the blood.1
This is just a hasty note,

Affectionately,
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1. Colonel Norman T. Kirk, whom Marshall had once called “a splendid surgeon and a dandy fellow,” was stationed at the Walter Reed General Hospital in Washington, D.C. (Papers of George Catlett Marshall, #1-443 [1:  538].)
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