












Correspondence in the Marshall-Winn and Page 
Wilson collections has not only added depth to the 
holdings of the Marshall Research Library, but also it 
will enrich the final volume of The Papers of George 
Catlett Marshall, covering the years 1949 to 1959, to 
be published in 2015. In particular, Marshall often 
turned to his goddaughter for distraction during his 
trying year as secretary of defense in 1950–51 and 
solace in retirement as his health declined. Near the 
end of his life, writing became difficult and much of 
his communication was via telephone. He closed his 
final, dictated letter to her, sent January 11, 1958, by 
assuring Rose Page Wilson that “everything you do 
and are is of interest to me.” 
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Wilson began a letter on May 12, 1945, by 
complimenting Marshall on his V-E Day speech, 
then revealed that she and her husband were 
expecting a baby in August. Shortly before John 
Page Wilson was born on August 16, 1945, 
Marshall’s goddaughter had written to ask him to 
be godfather to her child. She also con�ded that 
she was torn about what faith the child should 
be christened in because she and Marshall were 
Episcopalians, while her husband was Catholic. 
Marshall wrote on August 21 to thank her for 
calling after the birth and told her he was reluctant 
to “submit my recommendation regarding your 
religious dilemma.” He admitted that he found 
“enough trouble in global warfare to keep me 
thoroughly busy and somewhat unhappy.” 

 “We are leaving in about an hour for Boston 
where I am to receive a degree from Harvard 
initiated a year ago but �nally to be resolved 
tomorrow,” Secretary of State Marshall advised 
Wilson on June 4, 1947, one day before delivering 
his famous Marshall Plan address. He apologized 
for the “long delay in administering” the rite of 
baptism to her son Page but suggested that he 
would be in New York “in connection with a 
meeting of the Assembly of the United Nations” 
and the ceremony could be performed then. After 
reading that Marshall would soon �y to London 
for yet another conference, Wilson wrote Marshall 
on November 13 to offer to provide a proxy for the 
christening. “It is unseemly to continue to heckle 
you about this affair,” she admitted, “so I shall 
abide by your reply” and told him how happy she 
was to have had lunch with Marshall “the big day of 
your U.N. speech!” Marshall replied on November 
18 that he was “awfully sorry not to of�ciate 
personally, but I will not impose further delay.” 

Wilson reported on June 28 about the 
christening and asked for reassurance because she 
had read that Marshall was in the hospital. The 
columnist “Drew Pearson says you are really sick,” 
she wrote, “which reassured me somewhat because 
he is so unreliable.” Marshall declared on July 2 that 
after ten days in Walter Reed, “They did not �nd 
anything wrong with me, which I knew even before 
I went in since I feel in �ne shape, but the doctors 
wanted to get a full medical history on me in case 
I ever get sick. Then they will at least know what I 
don’t have.” (In truth, Marshall had been told that 
one kidney was enlarged and needed to be removed, 
but he refused surgery until December 7, 1948 
shortly before he resigned as secretary of state.) 

Soon after receiving Rose 
Page Wilson’s note of 
congratulations on his 
appointment as chief 
of staff, Marshall’s staff 
replied, and he added 
a note to “Rosie” in 
longhand.
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