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Memorandum

June 18, 1918   [Tartigny], France

Utilization of information of the enemy.

1. Commanders of companies, infantry and machine gun, have stated, in several instances, that they have never seen photographs of the enemy’s organization in their front and that frequently they have been compelled to arrange for their patrolling by means of small scale maps.  If this is the case, it means that many opportunities for capturing prisoners have been lost and it also means that the lives of our men and officers have been needlessly risked or sacrificed.

2. Photographs have been furnished regiments of their entire front.  The attention of company commanders in the front line should be called to the interesting points on the photographs, (organized shell holes, advance posts, etc.).  It is not fair to the officers and soldiers to require them to work in No Man’s Land without giving them the benefit of every assistance possible.  The enemy takes advantage of every item of information he secures regarding our troops.  We must do likewise in order to successfully compete with him, no matter how courageous our men may be.
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