


T .AJIERI CANS belicve wn the right fo criticize.  We defend
v our right to “heef” or “gripe” or “sound off”’. We insist
i wpon the right to express our oun opinions.

But we also believe in the right of others to express their
opintons.,  For the right fo speak involves the duty fo listen.
The vight to oriticize involves the responsibility of giving

“the other side” @ fair chance fo make its point.  We know

that the truth can only be found through open and honest

discussion, and thoet the cowmon good is served through

—eommon cftempts {o resch common waderstanding, In one
wey, Democracy 18 the long and sometimes difflonlt effort
which free men make to wnderstand each other,

- This boolletl iries to help some of us understand an ally —
the French. . It 4s not meant either to “defend” the French
i or to chastise those Americans who do not like the French. It
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“We came to Eauope fzuce m tu‘em‘J five 3 Jears fJ save
fhe F;enciz. .

We didn’t eome to Furope to save the French, either

in 1917 or in- 1944, We didn't come to Eulope to do
anyone any favors.. We came to Eumpe becaunze we in
America were threatened by a hostile, aggressive and very
dange10u~ power,
CInthas war, France fell in June of- 1940, We didn’t
invade Burope until June of 1844, We didn’t even think
of “saving the French' through military action until after
Pearl Harbor — after the Germans declared war on us.

We came to Europe, in two wars, because it was better
to fight our enemy in Europe than in America. Would
it have been smarter to ficht the Battie of the Bulge in
Ohio? Would it have been smarter if D-Day had mceant
& hop-across the Atlantic Ocean, instead of the English

Chanrel, in-order to get at an enemy sending rocket bombs .

crashlncr into our homes ? Would it have been .smart
to wait in America until V bombs, buzz bombsz, rocket
bombs, and — perhaps — atomic. bombs had  made
shambles of cur cities 2 Even the kids in Germany sang

‘this song @ “Teday Germany, tomorrow the world.” We

weare a part of that world, We were marked for conguest,
When France fell, our last defense on the Continent
was gone. - France was the “keystone of freedom’ on
Iand from the Mediterrariean to the North Sea ; it was.a
. - ol e 2 — . B J— -
bulwarlt against German aggression, France  guarded

the Atlantic, and the ba\ea the Crermans needed on the
Atlantic for submarine and air warfare,

American security and American foreign pohov have
always rested on this hard fact : we ¢annot permit a hos-
tile power on the Atlantic Oceart, We cannot be sécure
if we are threatened on' the Atlantie. That’s why we-
went to war in 1817: that's why we had to fight 1n 1944,
And that’s why, as a matter of common senge and the

‘national interest, President Roosevelt declared {Novem-

ber 11, 1941) : “The defense of any territory under the
control of the French. Volunteer Forces (the Free French)
is vital to the defense of the United States.”

s

“At ﬁwt whei we came into Normandy, a.raff then wnto

- Paris, the French gave us cverything — wine; cheese,

m:az‘ everything, They threw their arms around us and

jased us every time we turned around, They gave us
_the biggest welcome you ever sww. But f?geu ve fO.’ gottern,
They're un grateful.”’

Perhaps the French ran out of wine, cheese, fruit and
cognac to pass out free. Perhaps the French depleted
the stocks thev had hidden in their cellars from the Ger-
mans. :

Could not a Frenchman who read the guestion above .
agk, “Are the Americans so ungrateful ¢ IHave thev so
soon forgotten how much we gave them fv*om what hrtle
we had €7 .
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H T]z‘e French (Eon’tiﬂ.@{fe us into'their komes.”

They don't have the food. - (The Germans took it.)

They don’t speak English and we don’t speak French.
It’s hard to extend hospitality under those eonditions.

Ask those soldiers who Aave been invited into a French
home: what it was lke.

How many American’ homes were you invited Into
 when you were stationed near a “soldier town” in the

States ?

: 1 we
“The French rub me the wrong way.”

Tt was inévitable that some Frenchmwen would rub some
Americans the wrong way. City people often rub couniry
folk the wrong way @ the same goes for a Pittsburgher in

- New Orleans, or a Texan on Fifth Avenue.

We Americans believe in the value of differences — if

‘basic political beliefs and goals rest on a common founda-

tlon. {(Sée guestion § bQ)

“Unless you bear with the f‘lull’: of a friend \ou hetla‘»"
C¥er own”

& jtl never love UE»" Frepah?
“f hate the French

You don't have to love the French. You don’t have
to hate them either. You might try to understand them,

The more important point is not to let your feeling blind
vou to the fact that they were and are our ali’ars They
were in 1817, too.

The most important quemon am‘ people can, ask itgelf
is this : “Who fghts with us 7 W ho. fights against us 27

“WVere alzwye pulling the French out of o yam Did

they cver-do anything for ws 77

‘Thev did. Theyv helped ux ous of one of the gréatest

jams We were ever in. During the Amencan revolution,

when almost the entire world stood by in “non interven-

“tion? or was against us, it was France who was our greatest
ally and benefactm France loaned the thirteen states

86,000,000 — and gawe s over #3,900,000 more. (That
was a 1ot more money in those day;} than it is now.)

45,000 Frenchmen voluntéered in the annv of George

Washington, They crossed the Atlantic Ocean In small.

boats that took two months to make the vovage.

Washington's army had no military engineers ; it was

French engineers who designed and built our-foreifications.
The name of Lafavette is one that Americans will never
forget, and the French arve as proud of that name as we

are.




. You can judge-the measure and meaning of French aid
to our Revolution from the letter George Waﬂlmcrtm sant
on Apiil 9, 1781 to our military envoy m Dam:, a:.kmcr
for-help- from France :

“We are at thiz hour &hp@nderl in the balmce not,
from choice but from hard and absolute necessity,.. - Our
troops are fast approaching nakedness... our hospital:.
are without medicines and eur sick without nuirition:.
in a word, we are at the end of our tether, and... now or
never our. deliveranceé must conie.’

= It was Flance that came to our aid in our darkest hour.

“U’e can’t rely on these French.”

That dependb on what you mean by “rely’”. If vou
expect the French to react like Arericans, \'ou will be
disappointed. They are not Awericans ; they are French.
1§ vou expect the French to hwry the way we do, you
will be disappointed : the French don't hurry —- neither
do most of the people in the world outside of Amerjca.

But we were able to rely on the French for the most
important thing © France fought with us, not acralmt us,
tmee in the past two decades.

“”fe’w i:ful rore besfing from the F:cmh z‘i'wn ffom the
Germans.
criticize everything.
tn., But the
They're co-operative

We are always quarreling with them.,  They
They hoave fo put their two cenfs
Germuns — they qust do whot you fell

them to, Jthe French arent’
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‘thing ie verboten

* family argue pretty freely inside the home.

- Two men kamcv together are more likely to tel each
cher off than & prisoner is to tell off the warden.

- Of course we differ with-the French | of course we argue
with them. Why ¢ Because we have a common goal
and face common:problems. Because we, like the French,
have been taught to think for.ourselves, to “put our two
cents in”'.  Democracy 1s based on the idea that evervone
has a basic right 1o “put his two cents "', In Ameriea

we say, “I'm from Missouri” or “Sez who " The French
have the ame attitude ; they say, “Je ne crois qye ce que
je vois”. (**1 only helieve what 1 ~e_e.”) Or “Je ne demande

pas mieww que d'éive convainer”. (1 don't ask much ;
I just want to be convinced.’”)

There 13 a saving that in France everything is permitted
that 13 not Qtrlctlv forbidden — but in Germany every-
that 1s not strictly perrmtted We
are in the French, not the German, tradition. :

Yes, we quarrel with the French. The members of a
We quarrel
with our allics, We don"t quarrel with our enemies —
we fight them.

As for the Germans, they've got to be “co- operatlve .
They have no choice. Thev re under military law.

Which it better : a critical ally or a favmncr enemy ?

- ¢ Flatterers are the worst kind of enemies.” — Tacitus.

“We gaue the French umrorms jéeps, trucks .supphﬂs,
amapunttion — everything)
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‘guns, anmmuniti

We didn’t give the French these things. Wc? ,Zi?ag }h?m,
mnder Lend-Lease, & 1&\; passed by our Congress as.

b to g nse o
Act to. Promote the Defe e | tes”
lont military equipment and supplies to our ally. S

Where eise could the French have gotten. u iforms,
anition supplies 7 From the Germans
e uld kill Germans.
d uniforms to
American

A Frenchmean aimed witk a1 03_1‘1ﬂe GE) !
Tt was wiser for us to turn out weapons ai g
arm the Irench than to furm oOwU additiona
soldiers.

&

<V gave the I“"maﬁ?‘o hillions of dollars worth of stuff.
Th@y’ll‘-‘raca'a-r pay it buck. _

TTder Lend-Lease we provided mun?é?) supplies -and
ipt trance worth $1,041,000,000.
nt to France worth 3iU2l,W - ]
eq%lg?eer veverse Lend-Lease, the French .hax_g aheaﬁl;,t
paid back about §450,00¢,000 — almo.st h‘?}f of the a.mo.L.
‘& lent them m the way of military supphes. e S
" The TFrenc d this 8459.000,000 back b the sam
The French paid this 8450000500 el
way that they got it from us — W ith supplies,
food, labor, services, = ., - e rewided
Here ave some of the things the French have p
Lus E Closs
131,000 snow capes for the winter Q&Di.}):llgll. ot
700 tons of rubber tives, made n l'ill??({ﬁ]_j'ng e
260,000 signs and posters iov road markers

inilitary eampalgn.
8

§ the United States”. We '

1

Millions of jerricans. o _ :

150,000 French workmen and civilians, working for the
United States’ Army and paid by the French government,
These French men and women work at airfields, railway
yards, ports, docks, in offices, ete. They range from ste-
vedores to nursés, mechanics to typists, in France, North
Africa, and the French islands in the Scuth Pacifie, such
83 New, Caledonia, where American troops are stationed.

Al French telephone and felegraph services were pla-
ced at our disposal. '

Tumber, cement, gravel for construction purposes.

Billets -— all through France, from Brest to Strasbourg,
from Paris to Nice or Biarritz.

Theaters such as the, the Olympia, the Empire, the
Marignan m Paris. :

Restawrants = for American mess halls. .

Food — though the French are very short of it them-
selves. The French supply us with such fresh fruit and
vegetables as can be spared. :

Beer —made 1 France, by the French, for American

troops, from ingredients shipped from the United States..

Printing -— Stars and Stripes, Yank, Army Talks, Overs-
eas Woman, I and E pamphlets.

“The Freneh are using our gus, bui ey won't give i
to Americans,  You can't get gus in the French zones
of eecupation if you're diiving through.” o

9
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" You are not supposed to. o

The French are given gasoline hy U, S, Army duthority

It is the only gasoline they get. They ave compelled to
use it for themselves, '

The Reciprocal Aid Agreement, nnder Lend-Lease Iaws,
states (Article ITI) that the Government. of France will
not, without the consent of the President of the U, 8.,
transfer any articles provided the French, or permit their
use, bv anyone not an officer, emplovee, or agent of the
French govermwent. ' :

~{an an American gas pump give gasoline to a French
army car which is not specifically authorized to obtain
gasoline from an American pumyp ? If yvou were on duty
would you give gasoline to unauthorized persons ?

“One Frenchmon iold me the French practically gave
us the Statue of Liberty,  How do you like that 27

The Stavue of Liberty began as the 1dea of a group of
Frenchmen, shortly after the Civil War, They commis-
sioned a French seulptor, Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, to
do the work. A committee of Frenchmen was formed in
1874 fo raize funds. Bartholdi recommended the site
for the statue — Bedloe's Island in New York harbor.

In France, 180 French cities, forty general councils,

and thousands of anonyinous Frenchmen contcibuted a
guarter of a million dollars (not franes) towards the

1
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status, (The United States raised $280,000.) In 1583,
the President of the French Committee, M1 de Lesseps,
officially presénted the statue 10 the American people.

“We are not welcome in French Restawrants.”

Why shoidd we be 7 We are supposed to eat in army-
messes,  Every meal we might eat.inn a French restaurant

“wonld use up just that much food.from the Frenchimen’s

lmited supply.

“Flyery time we go into a night club, we get soaled by
these Frenchmen'.

Were vou never soaked in a night efub at home ? _
Compare the prices in Paris night clubs to those m the
night clubs you've visited in Miann or New York, Chlcago

or Los Angeles, ‘ -
A. Q. T, comes out of a night club in the States and says,

. A buck and haif for a Scotch and soda ! That place is

a ¢lip joint ! The samg G. L. comes out of a night ‘oiab
in Pariz and says, “Ninety franes for a shot of cogn_ao!

That’s the French for you — theyre all robbers 17
rd N

11



" The French are terrible sorowngefs. They Leep moo-

cfemg candy, soap, cigarettes, food from the GIs. Tizpy have -

no self-respect.

Some of the French are cci"ouncrers.
Hungry people lose their pnde
An empty stomach does not worry about losing face..

“The French weleomed us of first ;- now they zifmf JER

to get out.”

An American GT recently zaid, “We're like people who
. were given a wonderful reception for a week-end, But
- we've staved .in the hou~e for a year. No one wants a
- house guest that long.’

Of course the French wonld prefer that American froops
| leave France as soon as possible.  (So would vou, if vou
were a Frenchman.) As long as we are bere, we impose
an added stramm on the aheaa} overtaxed French eco-
nomy. The Frencéh need the billets and food and supplies
and services which they are now supplying 1:0 S,

N

(See guestion § 10,y

“The Freich ng o lot about Hu; ﬁgizfuu they fwi but
Jouyrlont hear any  Awmericans passing  out  bowquets
to Hem.”

12
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(eneral Patton cabled General Koenig, the Irench

- commander of the TFI, that the spectacular advance of

his (Patton’s) army across France would have been impos-

- sible without the fighting aid of the FE1L.

(General Patch cstimated that from the time of the

Mediterranean landings to the amival of eur troops at

Dijon, the help given to our operations bx the FIT was

equivalent to four full divisions.

The Maquis who defended the Massif Central, m the
south-central part of France, had two Nazi divisions
stymied ; they Lept thoese two divisions from -fighting
against ns.

“The magnificent fight the Free I'vench put up at Bir-

Hakein, in the Libvan campaign, will he long remembered
in the annals of heroism,

Perhaps some of ng don’t like to pass out bouquet:—
to anyone but ourselves, Perhaps we have short memories.

“The French let us down when the fighting got fough.
. What did they do — as fighiers — o help ws out 77

Here are a few of the things the French did :

The French fought in Africa, in Sicily, hberated Corsica,
fought in Ttaly, took part in the invasion of Europe and
fouoht thrrough the batiles of France and Germany — from
\01mandy 1o Munich.

13
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Units frora the Trénch nav ¥ participated v the inv asions

of Sieiiy, Ttaly; Novmandy and South France.
TUnits of the French navy and merchant marine tO(}l\

pan I conveying opcmuom on the Atiantlc and \hu-
mazmh loute~

vy June 5, 1944, the day hefore D-Day, over 5, ﬂ(}O I‘Len--

clinen of the resistance dynamited raﬂzoad\ m more than
500 strategic places,

- They deim ed strategic Gelman troop movementq for
an average of 48 hours ;s aceording o our-military-experts.

Those 48 hours were tactica ]y pncele : they saved an

untold number of American lives.

French resistance groups blew up a series of bridges
m southern France and delaved one of the Wehrmacht's
crack units {Das Reich Panzer Dixision) for twelve- days
in getting from Bordeaux to Normandy.

About” 30,000 FFI troups supported the Third Armv
VIIL Corps mn-Brittany : they seized and held key spots ;
they conducted estensive ouerrilia operations hehind the
German lines.

23,000 FFI troops protected .the zouth flank of the
Thlrd Army i its danng dash across France : the FFI
~e-wiped-out- German: brlduehtads nortiy of the Loire River;

3

they guarded vital lines of communieation ; they wiped

‘our pU”ix{t\ of German resistance | they held many towns
and -cities under orders from our command,

When owr Third Army was approaching the area be-
tween Duon and Tzove~ from the west, and while the
qe* enth Army was approachmg this sector from the

14

“German troops.

Qomh it was'the ITL who stubbornly. block ed the C:ermane}af
from Inalxﬂl" a-stand and mevented 2 mass reﬁrement O

Tn Paris, asour armies chen close, several hunched thous-
and Trench men and women rose up aganst the Gelmalis
'50,000 armed men of the resistance fouw + and beat the
\a71 garrison. and occupied the main buﬂdmm and ad-

mnu&tratlve offices of Paris. _ »
These are some of the things the F}*ench chd. For others,

gee question § 104

Tizﬂy pide in our jeeps and waste our jfb

They 1*1(10 in the jeeps which are oﬁcmllv loaned to them

by our government. o
How da vou know they are wasting gas ? H?T’v Spd:\ 01(1)
know their trips are net on ofﬁelal bu\mea; : id n

.Xmeucana waste gas on pleasure trips ¥

“T?ie French arent friendly.’

Some Frenchmen are ; other Flcnchmen are not. o
The French as a whole arve not as “hail fellow negll mie ‘
as we Americans are.  Neither are the British, the Swedes,

the Greeks, the Mexicans. ,
Frenchnen dont get perscnal or confidential qulokh
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- N - B 1 .
%}ﬁ:}}ﬂiji jt1 alopen up ’ft; quickly as we do in the States

re e very polite ; they are als T L Jan

he 1 ‘ 3 te: Te atso more formal tha
. ; A K 3 ¢ 141
T}el o.l](:i about personal relationships. (S0 are the Chinese.)
hiu: tO-I]ellch zes]gect another person’s privacy, and they
(e to have their own privacy resnectec : | o

ot nil tuyﬁil‘lv-o“ I privacy respected too.

P atural 1oxr anyone to think the people of another

nation are not as friendly as his ow i )
¥ oas his own people. It’s hard

to be friendly in a forsign language. T8s hard to )
friendly when vou're hungry, cold, and have ¢ o b ogh
six years of war — &3 the Ty P MRS £ORe Througn
oo of Ay —is the rench hiave. " Yet the Ameri-
erns o came ito Z}o.zmapdy, or who came mio Paris
ght atter the liberation, still talk abont the astonishine

outhurst ratitud y i<
outhurst of gratitude, genercsity and friendiiness which

th]e.3 French displayed toward uas,
o a)ik mn the ::t-ates_, many of our troops complained that
fi‘icnld}?}ne I1)1_1 tiiie tic_m'ns near the training camps were not
ey, People from owr South ofter ip] l
e et B om 3 oiten complam  that
, n the North are not [r '
- P! 2 - Iriendly, A Texan i
- ) Nol T : n
})exmvogf‘ finds New Englanders “cold” and “s.llobf)iSh’-’
c%‘ \j;e tnen say that all Americans are unfriendly ? ‘
Qamue?}cll's}up, sald a wise man, les i this ; “To desive the
fame toings and to reject the s hings.> O |
1 g8 an gect the same things.,” (On this
T . - g o : ' I]I
Efl:h,rthe United States has never had 2 better f'rien(ltis
Lan Irance, (See question § 69.) '

“Why bother abont the French? T liey won' f?z.z'a-u‘

Lany weiyht in the post-war world.”

Apart from reasons of honor and simple decency {Amer-

jeane are not in the habit of letting their fnends down),
it ig poor politics and worse diplomacy to “write off’” a
nation of 40 million allies. You may need their help
some day.

France still stands as a bastion on the Atlantic, from
the Mediterranean to the Nerth Sea. France will stilt
he a strong factor m world political organization. The
island hases of France, and her colonies, will 2631l he stra-
tegic areas i the world strmcture of peace. And in the
age of the atomic bomb, the phvsical size and population
of a country mav be no index of her strengh and poten-
Halities, _ :

Why bother about Franee ? Tt is not our job to “hather
ahout” France. But i is our job to be seriously concerned
about the peace and the political problems of the world.
France is very mueh a part of that world. _ _

Tavid Low, the English carvtoonist, once dvew 2 famous
cartoon showing the mations in a large rowboat. The
Eufopean nations ware at one end of the hoat, which was
foundering in the water : Unecle Lam sat the other end,
high and dry and out of the water. And Uncle Bam was
saving, “Why should I worry ¢ The leak isn't in my end
of the boat 1" We have paid a tervible price for believing
that a leak ““at the other end of the boat” does not affect
our destiny. ' '
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22 “The French are foo dagined independont,”

23

24

The French are mdependent.

‘ ‘ They are proud.
ndivicdualists,

Sa are we. Th

are
£

15y one reason there

is fmection between 1.

Fioip #hes Man st
felilf thell Cant et

Tlhey

They didn'ts m 1939, when it looked t5 all the world as
though the Germans were svre winners. Thé Frencl
and British could have let the Germans rape Poland with-
out & protest.  The Trench and British deciaved war on
Germany,

Most of the French didn’t play the winner in 1940 either,

when it looked even more that Germany was unbeatable,
While come of their leaders in the Vichy government

played ball with the Germans. the wvast majority of the
people refused to; they resisted in whatever way they could;

et - F .
The French are mercenary.  They'll do anything  for
a couple of hundred frapes.” '

Where do vou draw the line hetween 2 “smart husiness-
man’ and a “msercenary Frenchman 7

20 -

They -

AL TR

25

26

The French think that the American soldier who zells
cigarettes, soap or candy on the black market at fantastic
prices 13 mercenary. Some Americans will “do anvthing
for a couple of hundred francs’.

“The French ave gupping us.”’

Some Frenchmen have certainly gyyped some Americans.

We remember the times we were gyvpped. We forget
the number of times we were not.  How many times were
vou treated fairly, honestly'? - '

Were vou never “gypped” hack home — in towns near

army camps 7 (See question § 83 ).

“The Frenel are cardeal
The French are disilusioned.. They are bitter. " They
have a xight to be, They have gone through six of the
most disastrous vears of history. They have experienced
defeat, hunger, persecution, invasion, occupation, despair.
They have been hwmiliated before the eves of the world.
The cynical comments whichh manyv of ug have heard in
France are a reflection of the profound shock and confusion
the French have suffered for the past six vears, :
Cynical talk, by the way, ia often considered “smart’
and “sophisticated” — 1 the United States no less than
in France. We Americans love to give the “low down’ ;
we love to tell “the inside story’’.  So do the French. _
But the French are not cwynical gbout certain things, -

about ideas like “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity™. They
mean it, They have always fought for it.
21




27 “The French are not fuf-m—da.te. Theyre not inodern.
They've liveng.in t?aepﬁt B :

" Change comes slowly in Flance On the whole, the

French are conservative. If the average Frenchman has

& secure living, he is satisfied.  His dream iz not-to become
& millionaire, but to retive on a “little” fortune so that he
ean have a “little” home and a httie Garden and read
g paper.
- The French are certainly not highly 1ndubt11ahzed as
.we are. Compared to some other nahon;, however; they
© are considered very up-to-date. It depends on what stan-
dard you use. The French are as far advanced as any
~nation in the world today in some fields : art, literature,
music, design, silk manufacture, textiles, ete.
The World Almanac for 1945 concludes that as far as

-social legislation 1 concerned, “France isin the vangudrd”.
The Trench were certainly up-to-date in establishing old
aze pensions, compulsory insurance against illness, disa-
bilitv and death, maternity insurance, and so on. It
was France that introduced the forty-hour work week.

28 “The French won't accept new ideas. They're. not
tnventive.”’ '

Here are some of the inventions and dgcoveme,:. which
have come from Trance .

Aluminium {discovered simuhaneous&’ in U. S, and

- France)

Braille system of reading for the bLnd

Breech- Ioadmcr shotgun
Cellophane .
Commniercial gas engme

. Eleetric steel

Electric storage battery

Flying halloon

Gyroseope . :
Iron galvamnizing process

_ Laminated glab:

Machine for making paper
Metallic cartridge
Pasteurization

Phosphorus match
Photography

- Rayon

Rayon nitrocellulose
Screw propeller

Sewing macline

Smokeless powder

Steam automobile

Steam pressure gauge
Stethoscope

Synthesis of camphor
Television 1000 line screen

@
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- our wuon leaders, our schools,

The Nobel Prize has been awardéd sinee 1901 for contri-
utions in Physics, Chemistry, Medicine and Physiology,
Literature and the Advancement of Peace. The prizes
are awarded wrespective of naticnality, race or creed..
Flom 1901 to 193%, the Nohel Prize has been awarded to
203 individuals. The Umited States weon 25. The French
won 28, ) '
The only person who has ever been awarded the Nobel
Prize twice was Mme Marie Cuaiie, -

“The French are gheays criticizing,  Nothing ds pight
— everything hios something wrong with it :

That sounds as though the French are Jike us. We
Americans are always gripmg about somethmg. We're
never satisfied. We criticize our allies, our govermment,
our army, our police, our politicians, our business leaders,
our taxes, ete., ete. We
are very proud of our right to criticize,

As people in a democracy,
criticize whatever we want, at any thne, on any is:ue.

The French, teo. have a very strong individualistie,
democratic tradition. Beware the people wha do not
criticize. Beware the country where criticism is werbofen,
Beware the country where men obey like sheep.

we demand the right to

30
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CAH the )
think about Pf’, DR

1§ & good {ime,

That's all ﬁ;!fc/

If zou judge the Trench by those you see on the Champs
Elvgees or i Montmartre, you are making the same rs-
take that was made by the tounst who visited the House
of David and asked “Why don’t Americans shave 7

Paris 13 not France. any more than 52nd Street is Ameri-
ca. FParis has for several hundred wvears been one ot the
great tourist attractions of the world.

As a matter of lact, the French have much less of the
¢ haunﬂ & good time” habiz than we do. The average
French | iamﬂ} ordinarily spends less on pleastre in a month
than we do cn a week-end.

The Frenchk reputation for gaiety was buils on the fame
of Paris as a gay city and on the French way of deing
things.. The French theater was always bnght and varied,
Pans cabarets and musichalls were famwtthmu ghout the
world, But there are about 35 wmillion Frenchinen who
do not live m Pasis. ‘

“The F;mu’: are ingincere ;oit i an inbern teatt with
thenme.”

There are no “inborn traits’” which aceount for the social
characteristios or customs of a people. The entire body
of sclentific authropology proves this,

-

9;
i NFANTRY JOURNAL Library




32

why bother 7 Just lef eperything wlone !

A Trench child, of Fremch descent, will react like an

'Amemca-n if that child is raised in an-American home in

American town. The same goes for a child of any
other nationality, color or oreed.

To tall about “inhorn traits™ is talk just as the Nazis

did when they talked about “good” or “bhad” bicod. It

just does not jibe with fact or science,

To say that the French are insincere is no more sensible
than to say that Bostoniang have an “inborn trait” for
baked beans, or that Brooklynites have an “inborn trait”

. for throwing pop bottles at the umpire,

Ave the TFrench “insincere” 7 The way to answer this
intelligently is fo define insincerity, analvze the number
of Frenchmen who show these characteristics, compare
this number to the number of Irenchmen who do not
show these characterstics, get the relative proportions
between the two groups, then compare the proportions
to & similar analyss of the “msmcemﬁ" of other nations,
including the Papuans. T

“The French qust dow't cave about anything.  They've

412

even gof o phiase for 1t — lnisser-faive,  That wmeans

“Taisser-faire” is the name for a philosophy of econo-
mics. . It means “let aiene’ — let the economy run by
itself, by the laws of supply and demand, without govern-

28
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mental interference or protection.
The whole system we call capitalism, or free efnhelpnxe,
rests on the idea of laisser-faire. : .

4T he French Tave no guts [ they've decadent.”

From the editorial columns of the New. Yor]; Times at
the time France feli :

“The reporters of the exodus of the Tlench pay tribute
ta the courage, the pauience, the dauntless spizit of the
people on the roads, They all agree that the peasant
refugee preserves under a terrible ordeal his characteristic
faith i himself and hiz country. The peazant iz Franee,
steady, tough, mdependent and brave.. Nobody who
knows the grass roots of France can doubt that even under
Nazi occupation the Republic will survive, will be rein-.
carnated, may in the long rim be the force which will help
to fashion the Fourth Republic.”

“U Mr deff these ffom‘ ever contribute to the world any-
0 ’-.’J

Apart from the fact that the basic conceptions of free-
dom, liberty, human rights, and government by the peo-

-ple received their greatest impetus from the French wri-

ters and thinkers of the period called the Enlightenment,

(924
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“‘these frogs” have made contrvibutions to history, lite-
rature, science, art, philesophy and political ideas which
make one of the proudest and most brilliaat records in
the clvilization of mankind. 5

_ The record of I'rance can stand beside that of any other
nation 11 the world, and in many flelds stands well above

any other nation. Here are some of the French names. -

which any literate nerson regards with respect :

Villen Fiaubert
Pabelas Zola

Corneille de Maupazsant
La Fontamne Anatole France
Aolitre Daudet _
Faome Romain Rolland.
Voltaire Rostand

Foussean

Jules Verne

Balzac. Mme de Staédl
Vietor Hugo Stendhal
Duamas Grautier _
Georges Sand de Goneours

de Mussey Lamartne
Ménmée Sue

Prévost Loti

Ronsard Mme de Sévigné

:
Sardou

Proust

Le Sage
Verlaine

Eaplorcrs

{artier
Champlain
La Salle
Marquette

Jeientists and Inventors

Pasccal Laennece
Pasteur . Cuvier
Curie Tevassor
Buffon Bratlle
Berthielot Haller
Ampeére Lavoisier
Daguerre Montgoltier

Musicians

Bizet _ Favre
i Gounod o Debussy
i} Berlioz . Lalo
Salrit Saéns ~ Ravel
it Massenet

Jules Romains
André Malraux

Toucanta .
Bourdon
Chardonnet
Heroult
Sauvage
Sauria

Le Blsne




Cezanne
Corot
Degas
Delacroix
David-
Dore
Forain
Gerdme
Houdon
Ingres
Lebrun
Matisse

>

Painters and Sculptors

AMeissonier

Millet

Poussin

Pradhon

Renomr

Rodin

Rousseay, P, E. T,
TRouault

Touicuse- Lwtlec

Seurat

Pliloscphers

Chateaubriand Descartes
_(,}_mn‘on Montaione
Clalvin Pascal
Montesquien Comte
%b%&ld u Bergson

a Biuvere Maritain
g)zqeirot . Poincaré
‘ondoreet Rochefoueanld
Cousin ‘ . Renan

Roussean

SR L

. Hist forigns

de Tocqueville Thierry
Guizot s Saint-Simon
Thiers ' Quinet
Taine

B. CUSTOMS AND MANNERS

“The French do z‘hmgo different than we do, Jﬁmt
what I don't like” ~

It is always something of a shock when you run into
different ways of talking, eating, deing things. But what
is different is not alwavs mferior : “different” does not.
mean “worse”. There is mere than one way of ;skinmng
a cat. '

The story is told of an American coichu who saw zome
Chinese putting rice on the graves in a Chungking ceine-

- tery, “That doesn't make aen%”, said the American with

a smile. “When do vou expect the dead to cat the rice 77
“When your dead return to smell Four ﬂm‘; ers’’, was

the answer,




36 AN the French do is teelle,

No nation could exist for a week if all it did was talk.
Frenchmen enjov conversation.
art. They are on the whole, skillful at it

We don’t prize “good conversation” as much as the

French. do.

It was the brjlHance, charm and imagination of French
talle that contributed much to the reputation of Paris as

a world center of gatery.

37 < never heard people gal so such., Gab, gab, gub.?

If you understood the languacge it might be interesting

and not just “gab’

_ An-American writer, Ambrose Bierce, said, “A hore is
-@ person who talks — when vou want him to Hsten.”

38 “Why do Frsnchimen look so s}ztrbby 7

Because they are wearing pre-war clothes —clothes
New cloths aye for the -
most part reservéd for repatriated French PWs and

that are five and six vears oid.

deportees.

The average Frenchman never looked as well dressed

They consider it an

R )
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as the average Ameriean. The ave:rage;Fremhman\had
a lot less money than the average American.

- L L B eaa o 1 i
IV hat amazes me is how. with all thelr “storres aboud

A o it arell-dressed Frenchinen.”
sufferiing, you sce so ony well dressod Frenchine

The places we frequent in Paris are compa}*ablie to Fhe
rich or “touristy’ neighborhoods of any big .Almencan
city — Fifth Avenue, Michigan Boulevard, W 11}3&111‘6 Bou-
levard, Tt is on the Champs Elysees, around LQpera and
on the Boulevard Haunseman that you see those Frenchrmen
who are well-dressed. 1% is there, tog, that ¥ou s‘eie.lthose
who profit from the inflation and the black marhfet. 1

Some of the Frenchmen who look so well dressed are
well dressed only in-the places vou sce. Under a good
collar and cufls, there may be the oldest, most patched-up
shirt you ever saw. Socks are made of pieces of qlc%
cloth, Underwear iz made of anytling a person can lay

" his hands on.

“Why do the Freneh parade all the the time ? Taie
the Champs Elysees, for example ; every time you twrn
around there i3 o parade.” - :

They don't parade all the time. They do parade
more than we do. They have more haolidays. _ They have
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hadia mueh: lonfrer and more: eompizcnted history:
1789, France has had two empires, two mouarchies an
three republics. “

‘In: France, as in Amerien, there are a greab mfmv orrr
nizations {like our American Legion, VEWs, Mdsons
Odd Fellows, cte.) which hold annual meetings or com‘eu
tio_ 5 or pamdcs

In France, as in any country which has been hbemted
after: being under the heel of A conquerer for four years,
cthere is an understandable upsurge of patriotism — and

1 desire to celebrate liberation, to honor their. martyls,
to! commemomte theu' 1eszsﬁance.

At the Folies Bergere or the C'aanw de szs ebuz. 1
irls dcmand tips! W ]mt a mcf‘ei A

It isn’t a racket. We don’t ﬁhmh that tippmn' tm.
rers, waitresses or red caps is a “racket”. -

In some theaters in France, the ushers pay for then' o
(lilke our check-room conccssmns) In most theaters the
whers get little or no salary and depend for their: live-

Aihpod on tips. Trenchmen always tip ushers at movie

Liouses, theaters, the Opera, symphony halls. The usher

ligserves a dozen Amevicans who do nob tip has 1ost the
noney whlch 2 dozen I‘lenchmeu would have gwcn ‘her.

. CLEANLINESS AND SANITATION
“"‘fVﬁr/ isw’t there decent plumbing in French-'-iﬁbiztégs
'/m foticf facilitics are disgraceful ?” S e

They are. What should the French do aboutb it ?Ih
takes money to have decent plumbing, That’s why so

ansny peoplg in France don’t have it. That’s why so many:

eopi(, in our own United States don’t have decent piumb

ing either.
“The Germans have much belter plumbing than Lhe-

french — the Germans could afford if.

- Most French buildings are very old : it’s harder and more

‘expensive to install plumbmg in an old house than i in‘a
‘new . one. '

“Incidentally, 9,400,000 homes in the TU.S. do not hav_e

‘electricity. 80 0/0 ot tire Tarmhouses do not have bath-

ooms and running water, About 3,607,724 homes do
ot have prn’ate ﬂushﬂw toilets.

K reﬁch' citics are filthy.”

: '.I.‘hey are certainly dirtier today than they were - before
the war. The Trench haven’t had paint for a long time.
““In some cities and districts, the acute shortfwe of

:gasoimc prevents refuse trucks from making daily munds"
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French cities and houses are a great deal older #han
ours ; old cities and old houses smell more than new
1ES. '
French public sanitation, health and toilet regulations
are certainly not on the same level.as ours. . T
. But before the war, the Trencl washed their atréets and
sidewalks wmore often then we do. France does not have
the untidy back yards, the trash dumps in empty lats,
the tin cans and refuse in public parks that are conimon
m the United States,
French women were alwavs serupulous house-keepers.
But few of us ever got n 10 see a French home, -

“The French are unsenitary.”

The- French have a lower living standard than. we in
the United States, (8o do.the Poles, the Russians, the
Greeks, the Yugoslovs, the Chinese, the Mexicans, ‘the
Hindus, the Twks, and most of the other peoples of the
world. ). '

Sanitary standards rise as the standapd of lving rises.
France iy not as prosperous as’ we are. It is not chesn
to mstall modern plumbing, : !

“The French dbn.;t buthe.”’

The French don’t bathe often -_enoﬁgh. They can’t.

2
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They don't haverealsoap. They have hadno soap worthy
of the name since 1040, The Germans took the soap,
for four vears. That's a-long time.

The ration for Frenchman teday. four months after the
war is over, is two cakes of poor ersatz soap per month —
20 grams every two months, Most real soap can only
be obtained on the black inarket, where it costs around
125 francs for 310 grams.

4 You ride on the subwoy ond the sinell olinost knocks yow

out, Gorlic, sweat — and perrume I”

French subwavs today ave overcrowded. hot, untidy,
and smell bad. The subwavs are carrying all the traflic

“too that used io be carried on buses,

You smell garlic because the Frenchk. who are superb
cooks, use more of it than we do. ~

You smell sweat because the French must use a very
poor ersatz soap — and don’t get enough of -that.

You smell perfume because French women would rather
smell of perfumne than of an unwashedness” which they
dislike as much as you de. When you have no scap,

perfume comes m mighty handy. In the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, in the United States as in other
countries, perfumes and exu de cologne were used to give
a pleasant scent where an unpleasant one might otherwise
ne,
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Incidentally, the Chinese will confess to vou, if vou're
a iriend, that the scent of white people, no matter how
well scrubbed they are, is -unpleasant to the Chinese
Body odor 1s closety related to diet. Chanve the fo;Jci
pecple eat and you change the way they smell, '

-

111 7. Yy s 1 g o ; : "
e French villuges ave  pig-stics, " Thoy pile their
manure vight in front of the houses or in #Fae‘caurt-'gm'ffs ”

Some French vi 8 ig-sti

Some | 1 villages are pig-sties hers

e Hrench I 4 pig-sties.  Others are not,
oy do, he whole, lool much dirtier than our small

t-ox:;:ns ; they are a lot older, too.

_ The malodorous custom of piling manure i court-

vards or in front of houses is practiced in many villages

thyougﬂsu_t- Burope, including many German villages in -
south and central Germany (for example Geislingen, -
3 i : S ]

Walldort, ete.).

“Dd Like the French a lot beiter if they were dleaner.”

That's perfectly understandable,

l:).
L)
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‘D, WORK AND LAZINESS

“Why do they knockoff ivork for two io three kours every
day 277 ' o

They keep their stores open two fo three hours later
than we do. (They did when there were things to sell;
there’'s no point in keeping a store open if the shelves are
bare.) :

The long lumech hour is a custom which is not confined
to France. 1t is found in Ttaly, Spain, the Balkans and
many parts of Germany. It is a custom we find annoying

hecause it interferes with our comfort {as tourisgs) and

because it differs from our way of doing things,

The average Frenchman maintains that a lunch eaten
at leicure ig @ lot better than a chicken-zalad-on-toast
gobbled down at a drugstore counter. “We take time to
Live as well as work,” one Frenchman said,

The,shortage of food, the high cost of restaurant meals,
and the fact that only a few factories 1un Iesses makes

it necessary for the average Irenchman today to go ‘ome

for his 111;1011.

“The French spend all therr time at. these cajes. They
dist sit around drinking instead of worling.”
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“them come and go.

Watch
They worked hefore thcv zat down

The same people don't sib at the cafes all day.

and they gy to \mrk after they leave. Wlanv busiress
IleDOtld.thnQ arve carried on ab a ca.ire and many business
deah are concluded there.

We Amenoam don't approve of the cafe custom. e
don’t approve of & leiswrely lunch hour,
is that the French eustom is different from ours, .

The cdfe is something we just don’t have in the qtatea
It isn’t a bar.
It’s the placa a man can get away from a crowded home.
It's the place he can meet his friends, It's the place a
man takes his girl or wife and famiiy — to have coffee
{when they u:ed to have coffee}, beer, wine : to read the
papers, Dlav checkers, write letters. To the F Tench,
the cafe is a place to relax, not a place to get drunk.

“Café”, by the way, means coffee. Before the war
mast of the drinking at the cafes was coffee drinking.
There is no coffee now. Blame the Germans for th&t

“They are tazy”

Some are : some are not, No one works long ger Bours,
works harder or is more thrifty than the French Ialmer.

On the whole, the French take life and work at a more
leisurely, unhurried pace than we do. On the whole,
the output of an average Freuch worker is Joss than that

.40
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AR this means”

It isn't 2 salocn, It's rmore like a club.
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of an average American worker. France has fay less mdus-
tpahzatlon. mechanization, and lahor-saving devices than
we do.  That iy alxo true of neariy all other nations in the

world, :

The French claim they get more out of life than we do.
Thev say they have better musie, art, postry, phﬂc: sophy,
literature. - Thex say thev take {ime to enjoy living.
They say they do not kill themselves m the endless pursuib
of monex:

“You can. drive all through Paris and ncver see anyone
working,” ‘

1t depends on where you drive and where you look.
Incidentally, where did you get the gas and time to
drive “all through Paris™ ¢ -

‘T? vew're primitive,  French farmers &ill wear wooden
shoes.” S

The French farmer is more sensible than vou think.
The French farmer wears wooden shoes because they -
insulate his feet azainst mud and damp much better than
leather can.

France does not have the very hot summer days zud
nights we get in the Middle West. " The landscape of
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France is not deforested because for centuries the French
‘have been careful to re-plant the trees they've cut down.
4And so the vivers of France run deep all vear round, and
the French =0l is cool and moist, and wooden shoes come
in mighty handy. The Trench farmer finds them more

practical than leather—shoes.

2 You see

54 “1’1”]@3 don't the French worls théir fields
- g, The French

farm aiter furin without  anyone
are lazy.” '

WOrt

There were, until very recently, 2.230,000 Frenchmen
in Germany os PWs, slave labor, deportees, .

- After World War I, the young people of France streamed
from the farms to the cities, In 1930, whole villages in
some areas of France were deserted. Farm legislation

~made an effort to check the flow of population from the .

country to the citles, but it was not very eflective,

Tt is, however, vrong to deduce from this that the French,
are “lazy”. The French farmer bas always been regarded
-a3_one of the most ndusirious and thritty in the world.

Perhaps another reason that more Frenchmen sre not
in the fields is that French people have heen killed by
nunes_laid by the Germans. In one month this year
130 were killed or maimed in this manner,
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'E.- MORAL

; ‘- oyt T g Y
585 < Flrench wamen are eusy wick-ups.

The French women who are easy pick-ups are tlese
'] e easily picked up

who are ecasily picked up. . _ -

Tt is as foolish to generalize about French -women fz}o__ul

. y 11 - " Y

the few anv American has met as it would be to genera 1?({

. A mer oW gnt

about ¢l American women from the few a man migh

pick up near an Army camp. P

« Floenieh women are {mmoral’”

¥ VWhich Trencht women ?

- Alost French girls before the war had far less_freed_o‘in
3 than our girls back home. A great manywere notspet m*cll":
ted to go out without a chapercne. I'rance 1s dominantly

tholic in reli ' morals .
Catholic in religion and 1 morals, ) o

The immoral Frenchwomen are, of course, the oasle}
women for us to mect. That’s why we meet so-many ol
them.

| 57 “Howdo the French themselves fecl about all the fh:@__e_t-
walbers 2 How cun they close thetr eyes to all the immo-
rality &7 . .
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neighborhoods !

prostitution,

‘thefr wages take to the street,

They don't close their eyes to it, . That's the first differ-
ence between French and American attitudes toward
The French recognize that prostitution
-exists, and regulate 1t. Before the war, all prostitutes
were inivected regularly, licensed, and had thelr activities

striotly limited to specific areas, The French think that

legalized prostitition gives health protection to the general
public and that the restrietion of prostitution to known
areas protects decent women from being mclested.

Today there is undoubtedly an abnormal -number of
prostitites m France. - Many givls who cannot live on
Thousands of French
women have lost thelr sweethearts, husbands, homes.
The same thing is happening all over Lurope. Tt is
another of the appalling consequences of the war Glermany
started, o o

AFrenchman who took a walk in Paris recentily, gaid to

an American {riend, “In forty years of Hving in Paris,
I have never feen so xaany prostitutes ' Andin respectable
It’s disgracefw ™

The French, by the way, ave shocked by the rude way
in which Gls talk to 2 woman, and by the number of
unpleazant experiences decent French women have had
with intoxicated and amorous American zoldiers,

“French women are toa demned erpehscre.”
Prices are made by demand and supply, If there weren't
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"o many men after the same commedity, prices would
seome down. ‘

"to lve, see question 86,

" liguor establishments.

If vou want to seé how much it costz a French woman

«The French drink too much.”

The French think we do.  You very rarely see a F}*eﬁml}-l
man drunk. They don't go in for whiskey. "The} e?-wz
never liked cocktails, They are a xx'me-—n:h'mlulngvpeop_i :
‘they have a.right t.ohbe — .}E-;renoh grapes and wines a
a, e best in the worid. ‘ e
}%??%923 21,130,000,000 was spent in the L:b. in u?ta.zl
w s Tn 1939, there were 133,9H34 drink-
ing places doing an annual business of 81‘,.389,‘(}321,332.
The Economic Almanac of 1944-45 states that }? 1937,
5109/, of our per capita outlay was spent on aicoho

heverages.

' g e prulls ber
“Flrery time a French gul sits - down she  prulls :
dress or skirt up.”’
| She isn’t treing to call your attention to her legy. She
‘i trying to save wear and tear on old elo‘;he§,‘01hon tlllle'w
clothes which are made of such shoddy material that hey
won't take much wear.- :




“The French are {immoral,  They wre morally decayed.” "

That is a very broad and vagus statement. How can
it be proved 7 ' "
The French, like many other Eviropean peoples, are far
less Puritanical than we are in their manners, tove-making,
conversation and conduct. Europeans often zay “we
Americans are a young and “unsophisticated” nstion ;
ve retort that they are old and “immoral”.  Their morality
differs from ours on certam matters.  Whether it is less
“mmoral” or more “uninhibited” depends on your point
of view, , :
Den't judge France by the Montmartre © the Montmartre
caters to foreign fourists in search of the risque, S
France iz a very devout nation. It has a i‘eh-éiouk
Catholic population (only one million Frenchmen  are
Protestants). The Irench have a very strong family

system, a very low divorce rate, and a much lower crime

rate than we do, , :

From the American point of view. what s  more
Importait than anyone’s manners or customs ave the things
he helieves in and fights for. In this sense, we agree
with the idea of Thomas Jefferson:  “Resistance to tvrants
is ghedience to God.” :

For over 900 vears France has been one of the great
civilizations of the world. “Within the framework of
the Third Republic, . .there lived -and fourished a cviliz-
ation so brilliant, so human, so gracious and beautiful,

that mankind will be in its debt forever .. Wh.eTn free
men look back upon this Republie, they will remember. ..
the artists and thinkers, the poets, musicians, qn_d acwnp@ta
who made France a temple of the Western spirit.”  (New

© York Temes,

. -l s ) :I_ . . FUNEE]
They kiss right in the open — in the streets.

“This always startles Americans — at first, ‘
Kissine on both cheeks is the traditional French greeting

~between old friends.

For their love-making, the French prefer privacy, if

_available — just as we do.

s How enn they put ap with the custom of lweing women
y E PIE

attendants in the men 8 100MS ¢

Because it iz an old custom and it does not epabarra§§
them. If vou lived in France-=long enough. it wou
probably cease embarrassing you.
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F. AUTOMOBILES AND LOCOMOTIVES

e

“Why do-the French drive so g-@?-. fast

The I'rench ask the same guestion about the Americans

~ French trafiic has speeded up with the introduction of
thousands of American jeeps, command ears, and trucks.

It is not generally helieved that American jeep and truck
drivers are distinguished for their cantion or their regard
for pedestrians. French drivers are as terrified of our
driving as we are indignant about theirs,

“The: French drive Lke lunatics!

They Adow’t obey trays
rules ; they don’t even wse common ’

sense.”’

Most Frenchmen are probably not as skiliful drivers
as most Americans. o

Their traffic rules and system are inferior to ours.

But foreigners who drive in America are astonished

by the speed, daring and recllessness of American driving,

The statistics on automobile accidents and deaths in
the United States are nothing for us to be proud of. -Even
allowing for the greater amount of cars we have and the
greater amount of driving we do, our automobile aceident
rate is the highest in the world. =~ - -
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A foreigner in Paris, like a foreigner in New Yok, might
well feel like the farmer who spent most of his vacation
in a big city jumping out of the way of ears, “Darn these
furriners I he cried: - “They even put spot-lights on their
automobiles so’s they can find the pedestrians w run down.
et night ! '

5 The Frenck can't drive o car,” They can’t keep # wp.
They ruin vehicles.”

- The French, on the whole, certainly do not drive as well,
Lkeep a car up as well, or protect their vehicles as well as
we do. Neither do women, compared to men.

We have had more mechanijcal training, mere techunical
experfence, And at the present time we have insompa-
rably better maintenance facilities,

-'_“‘F vench railicads ave a  wmess, Theilr  equipment ig
terrible,” o

They are.” _ ' L
The state of the French railioads can be traced to these”
facts + (1) the Nazig took away most of the best French
rolling stock ; {2} we shot up a geod deal of the French

railway system before and after D-Day. '
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After liberation, the French found only 359/, of their
locomotives, 37 9/; of their freight cars, and 349/, of their
pasgsenger coaches,

Before thewvar France had some of the finest trains in
~the world, and some of the fastest short-distance runs in

the world.

Ag m all European countries, France had three classes
of accommodations, Their third-class coaches were less
coimfortable than ours ; but thelr frst-class accommod at-
tions were in many respects betier than anythi:g we had
Iy America, '

“We give them locomotives and they don’t ecven run,

them.”

Then whe “aes ? - The locomotives which the Frlich
have gre runing,

Prind
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69" The French aren’t our kind of people. The Germans are.”

What makes a nation “our kind of people”™ 2 The
vay they look # The clothes they wear 7 The kind
of plumbing they have 7 Or the things they helieve
in — the things they fight for: the things they fight
againgt ? '

“The French believe that all men are born and ereated
equal. They believe in freedom of speech, freedom of
eligion, freedom of the press, the rights of minorities,
goternment of the people, by the people, and for .the
people.  What do the Germans believe m ¢ >

The French were our allies during the American Revolu-
tion.  They were our allies in 1017-1918. Thay were our
allies in 1041-1945. What were the Germans 7
. The French proved, by their acts, that they are “our
kind of people”™. The Germans proved, by their acts,

‘that. they are nof “owr kind of people”.  FLook at the
record, It's a record of facts, not assumptions , it's a

record. of deeds, not pretense.

You can’t tell what Germany is veally like, bocanse vou - - ...k

&ére not seeing Gtermany : you.are seeing a Germany that
has been heaten, conguered, and occupied. You are
geeing a Germany that has had the arrogance and insolence
knocked out of her, You can’t tell what “the Germans”
are really like, because vou are seeing Germans who are
being forced to obey themselves — under nilitary govern-
ment.. ‘
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7

1 1
¢Porsake not an old friend, for the new is not compara hle
unto him”,

— Eeclesiasticus, IX, 10 —

.K N [PV 3 3
“The French are nof ag clean as the _Gef mans.

erhaps not.
?felthepGermans hadﬁ had n
wouldr’t be a: clean as they
A learned man once _sa1d,',
than an immaculate enemy. -

o soap for five years they
might like to be, _
“An untidy friend is better

| e f ot along with fhan the
o T}zé Germans are edasicr 10 ge_t (ﬂ?“?",{»‘,l .,
French. because ihe Germans wré law-gbuiing.
: 3
: e if the laws are
The Germans obey the law — even if th‘e }aibeven
barbaric laws. The Germans obey their leabdera Ten
e : Mavy ' scene, )
if their leaders are savage. conupt‘*ail% Qagse‘ﬁ'ﬂhelm~
Germans obeved Bismarck . they obeved Kailse Im ;
ev obeved Hitler. o ok
thﬁrould‘ the French have obeyed such men and sv
- ¥ 1 a7
policies 7 Would we Americans *?

“The French are not as cfficient as the Germans

72 large scale, mass pr*pd-act@mtr

The French are not as efficient as the Germans in build-




~German efficie
1t people. R -
‘hat does. “efliciency” really mean ¢ 1 _
ter of output and production charts and "mp
Statistics T Are the Germans more “efficient” in pr
Ing happiness or peace to their people 2 Are the
ore - ‘‘efficient” in building deceney, kindness,
wman life 2 Has German “efficiency” led to g
lom, better art, deeper morals, finer philosophie
A prison is one of the most “efficient” institution
od — but:whe wants to live in it 2 *

he French wie tiouble-makers ; the Germans we's

‘at heart,?

Who started the war anyway ? Who sta
Hrouble-making” ? B
... /T'he facts prove beyond any shadow of a doubt that
French wanted peace. From 1018 to 1939, they pleade

tor peace, argued for peace, built for peace.  Their army,

fheir equipment, their fortifications, their entive mili
strategy was devoted to a war of defense.
The Germans invaded France in 1870; the Gern

vaded Belgium and Franee in 1914 ; the Germans invaded

‘the same’
conduet. for a “peaceful’” peop

ntally, onc of the most effective propaganda
4 the Nazis used, from 1933 to 1939, and' o

he Japs said they wanted peace in 1931 — and the
ed Manchurin, ~The Cermans said they wantec
‘in’ 1938 — and they grabbed Austria. Mussoli
ly wanted peace in 1436 — and invaded Ithiopi:
iy promised the world peace again in 1938, aite
Munich agreement — and  then “invaded  (zecho

“T4s all reminiscent of the story of the two drunks,. .'The:
first kept beating his friend on the head with a club

ailing all the while: “You're my pal, my buddy, m
best friend, end I love you.” And the seecond replie
earfully, “I believe you — bub you have such a funn

of showing it.”

od be'a lot smarter to: be allies of the Germans: and.
fight the French2> = SRR

liat in tho :W;;rld'wqu_ld we fight the French about
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What ideas, princi :

L a3, principles or-goals .

with the Germans ?l goals would we have in common
“What hoots it at one oate .

another to let in the foe 7" o make defence. and at

— John Milton e

o

e
The Frepch

. ren't  endustrious, the i ‘ -
o e buestrious, the away the Germpng

Thiz is true,

o erhaps 1t would have heen a lot better

for Geﬁi ‘11;5i;}flf}%e’_Gcl‘zne}‘l’l% weren't so industrions, Tt
mas buil'{"c ﬁ:h;( ua‘fnqpsn‘e& I s1x short yvears, 1933-1939
at, built ‘Q;bln(.)b} lterrfﬂ:rle:. army, air force, tank force.!
fombs e; 1.1_1?-11_1@ Wgrfare. the world had ever seen,

-er acoused Al Capone of not being industrious.

¢ T/ o .
e French lave no cos ’ -
L ek liave couvrage.  Why can't they defe
themselves against the G’f;'nza'ﬂi 7 by et they defond
G Mazbe it would be better to ask, “VWh
N _ - i |
Te{ Im%ns preic Pn someone thewr own size 727
dlodern wartare iz not simply atter
5 : 8 simply a ter of ¢
great lightweight can’t lick é El’ea;nizter eight o G
if %@ 1has courage to spare. i Hryelshy — even
itler threw t ; E
o o\—efIS Otél(l)(;“O the1 manpower and industrial resources
;000,000 Germans against 40,000,000 Frenchmen

58

¥ don’t the

7

The French did mot have, and could not have had, the

military and wdustrial power tc beat Germany:  (For
instance, for the past hundred vears France has not had
énough coal, especlally coking coal. to supply her peace-
time needs. French iron ore normally flows o Grermany’s
Ruhr valley for smeluing, just as the ore of Minnesota goes
io the coal and limestone avea of Pittsburgh.)
. France was beaten by Germany. because rermany was
enoymously superior to Fronce in manpower, equIpment,
resources, armament, and strategy. Germany had the
incalculable advantage of having planned an offensive,
Blitzkrieg: war — while Irance, which wanted peace
desperatels, devoted its energies and traming entirely
to defensive measures,  (That's why they built the Magmot
Line.) The few advocates of modern mechanized armies
(such as General de Gaullej were Lke volces erying out in
the wilderness. German propaganda, and #“fifth column”
activitice fmenced from Berlin, heiped to demoralize and
confuse a nation that didn't want war in the fivst place.
The French lost 1,115,000 men and women, military
and. civilian, in dead, wounded and disabled. That is
an enormous loss for a nation of 40 million. (The United
Qtates military cagnalwes, up to V.J Dav, were about
1,060,000 in dead and wounded. - B

$The French.don't cven hove encugh men fo stond up
against the Germons.” o -

-




- Frue.
counted on in 1870, in 1914 and in 1089, :

France never fully recovered from the results of World

‘War L Here is what the French lost from 1914 to 1918 :

Killed or-died............ ceves 1,337.800
Wounded.............. 4,266,000
Prisoners and missing. ... ... ... 537,000

i 6,160,800

The French had mobilized 8,410,000 men. They lost
6,160,800 —or 73.39,. No nation had ever suffered
sach a stageering loss. No nation bad shown a greater
record of sheer cowrage and tenacity. There was scarcely
a family in France that did not number one or more of
ity members among the dead, World War I, left Franco
weak and exhausted —— for the second war Germany
launched against her within a generation,

The catastrophic eifects of the first World War hit

¥rance particularly hard because they were added to the -

serious problem of a declimng birth-rate, By 1939,
largely because of the losses of World War I, the pro
portion of the French population under 20. years of age.
vas small —and growing smaller; the proportion of
Erenchmen over 60 years of age was large — and growing
larger. .
T 1940, after occupation, the Germans tried to cripple |
France permanently by a policy of deliberate starvation.
and the segregation of the sexes, The Germans. held -
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That, in fact, is one of the shings the Germans -

nearty 2,000,000 French men in German prison and work
camnps — away frora French women, The Germnan policy
of malnutrition worked so well that in 1943, when the
French government was drafting men to re-create a
French army, it was found that 409/, of all Frenchmen
called up for physical duty were physically unfit. In
1942, at the height of German oceupation, there were
500,000 more deaths than births in Irance,

“[he French didn't put wp a ocal fight against the
Gerinais,  They yust let the Heindes wall in”

No one — least of all the Fremeh themselves — will
try do deny the encrmity of the defeat and the humiliation
France suffered m 1920, French military leadership and
strategy was tragically inadequate. But thiz does not
mean that the French did not put up a “veal fight”.
~In the aax week Battle of France. from May 10 to June 22,
1840, the French lost, m military personnel alone, 260,000
wounded and 108,004 killed. A total of 368,000 casualties

©in six weeks is not something to pass off lightly. ;

Yes, the Germans gave the French a terrible beating.
But it tock the combined strength of the United States,
Great Britain, Soviet Ruassia, Canada, ete., to heat the
Germans, It's asking rather a great deal of Irance to
matelr such strength against hers. (See question § 76.)
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“The French arew't- eleawing wp thetr - bombed  cities.

Just comnpore. them to the German cities, In Munich cmf]'

Stuttgart the Germans got busy and clediied up their :t:erz‘a

The French lack materials, “rucks, gasoline, hulldozers.

and manpowez.
The Germans started cleaning up their cities (befors

we invaded Germany) with PWs — French, Polish,

Russian, cte. The Germans had 2.230.000 able-hodied
French men and women inside Germany as PWs, slave
laborers, cto,

Today, it is not the Germans alone who are eleﬂmnﬂ
up their cities. It is ouwr Miliary G rovernment which
supervises reconstruction and -assigns German cividans
and PWs to the job. Germany is an occupied country ;
France is not. Apart from these gualifications, the

Germans would prooably do a quicker and better job of .

cleaning. up their cities than the French. So what ?

o . oy '
The French cleaned out Stuttgart, we s long r‘ommp

of stujf going back to France — machinery, goods, cattle,

supplics, ?:oracs,——-lon g convoys of stuff looted from
the Germans.” o

Where had  the. Germans gotten the stuff ¢ From
France, The long convoys you saw .were not. “lc»ot "
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they were authorized reparations, approved by the United
States, -Great Britain and Russia. The Trench had a
‘mht under international law, to take back some of the
commodltles the Germans had stolen from them.

Here are sample figures on what the (ermans took out
of France :

Wheat ..., .. . 2,340,000 metric tons
Oats,...... e 2,360,000 s
Hav.ooovoooion o oiin o, 1.530.000 —
Straw....., et 1.870.000 —
Potatoes .. ... ... 600,000 —
Tresh frmits. ... o i, 290.000 —.
Cider apples....... ..o o000 210,000 —
SULAT o e 180,000 —
Horses.. . ............ S 650,000 —_
Eggs........ ... ... ..., 150,000,000 dozen
WWine..... ... oo 180,000,000 gals
Beer.... ... .. . £3.000,000 —
Champasene.... ... ..., 16,000,600
Cognac... .. ... ool 3,458,000 —

(1 metrie ton equals 2,205 pounds, approximately equal
to 1'long ton of 2,240 lbs.)

The Germans also * requisitioned ™ or damaged :
668,253,000,000 Francs worth of agricultural ploduets ]
448,474,000,000 Franes worth of mdmtnal and commercial

© products ;
248.361,000,000 Francs worth of war material.
{Jee alsc question § 106.)
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“The French troops in Germany had the women terrorized.”

The F1eneh armry, as any other had to cope with disor-

dely conduet, looting, . rapa, and other acts of Wolence by
thewr soldiers pgainst’ enemy populations.

If vou think French troops mishehaved in Germany.
vou might ask how German troops behaved in Poland.
Russia, Greece, Holland,

If vou were a French roldier, whose land had been
invaded, whose wife or sister or mother had heen taken
nto a German econcentration camp and raped or killed,
vou might have found it difficult to control your emotions.

Léstly, a good many French women have hesn m ferror
of American troops, especially in Paris, Our MP records

testify to a deplmable amount of drunkenness, molesting

of woraen and street fights — by Americans,

“T'he French soldiers were su pposel to Late the Germans,
but z‘izq/ Aidin’t waste any tiine shacl bing up mz‘h Germar&

“girls?

That is az deplorable as the same conduct on the part
of Americans.

i
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“Fifty francs to ¢ dollar 15 blackwiail 1
worth af least T00-200 francs,”

The rate of 50 francs to the dollar was established fun

1942 at the Casablanca -confercnce. France didn’t sef
the rate: the rate was agreed upon by the governmients
of France and the United States. :

Why was the rate set at such a disadvantage to the
American dollar 7 : )

First, to keep American soldiers from buving up many-
of the articles which the French themselves desperately
needed. The American soldier gets his lodging, food,
clothes free — and his PX rations at extremely low prices.
The French people do not get their lodaing, foed. clothes

free — and the prices they pay for the things we get at

our PXs (if they can even get those thmgs) are very high.

Secondly, the dollar was kept low in order to keep prices
from going even higher than thev are now, :

H the dollar had had more purchazmg power in France,
American purehasers could have cleaned out the shops
of, sav, Paris.
alveady arve. ) : 7
- (Incidentaliy, if the dollar had heen pegged at 100 francs,
say, the HFrench private would have been getting $8 a

month pay, at the wartime pay rate of 800 franes per -

month. He would now be getting 81,80 per mmonth at the
peacetinie pay rate of § frares per day.)

i

The dollar is

Prices would be much higher than they

T

vt LY,
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“The high prices and inflation wn France are @ disgrace.”

Inflation is more than a disgrace — it is & tragedy. The
French ave hit by it much harder than we are. )
The basic reason forinflation, for very high prices, is the

. great shortage of food and goods and things which people

need and have the money to buy. When there is not
enough of anything {except money), prices go up. When
there is too much, prices go down; when supp_ly anit
demand operate in a healthy, normal fashion, prices are -
reascnahle, : -

Inflation in France will end when there are encugh
goods for all the people who want to buy them. As long
as there are severe shortages, prices will be high.

“When we buy nice presents fo send home, we pay
throwgh the nose 't ' :

Tt's the same nose you pay through when you buy nice
presents in the States. At bome, most of us did not buy
luxury articies. Here we do. How often, back home,
dict }_-’Su by fine French perfume for your girl ¢ How much
did vou pay ¢ ' . -

The French- government has taken the luxury tax off
articles purchased by American soldiers, The F:re;nch
pay it; we don't. Who is paymg through the noge ¥
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“The prices we are getting soaked is a scandal.

Prices in France are certainly very high. But high
prices hit the French much harder than ‘hex hit -any of
wa. Most of the things we buy in France are luxuries.
A shot ol cognac s definitely a laxury for most Frenchmen.

Examine the following prices, which the French ate

paying — if and when they can get the articles:

July 1045

Bread 1ke. (2,210} 0 vvvevisnn :4:0 francs
Beeflle‘.;‘;. e ea e a7.00 -—
Butterllxg ........ 11}?8 —
Tggsldz., .. c.o0vaon ?Lo.?ﬁ' —
Roap 1TRE. oo vv e i 31?; =
Electricity, LRw oo oo ‘ .‘:)‘.)) -
Gag, IS et e .13,_3.,”0 -
otton-Socks. oo et 30000 —
o s {when vou can get
- : _them)
Undershirt .o vvvve v evrsnesaiiaes 350,00 —

(plus 8 points)

1,500-1.000 irancs

(put try to find
one)

.- . The average > skilled chker in Trance gets.1 200-1,300 fr
' { 324 26)-a weeL How much cognac, perfume Lercmefs,

70

bracelets can the average Fremchmen buy — after he

gets done paving for food and rent ! How much can the
I‘xench GI buy — on pay of 6 cents a day ?
P

87 1‘[ hot did the French ever do to malke up for the ridi-
cuious e’rcﬁwzge rate 7V

The French government has made an effort to rednes
the low pmclm»nrT power of ’the American dollar by
Giving each US soldier in France a gift of $50 francs

a month (shis is over four months pay for a Trench
- private) ;

2. Reduang the cost of gifts purchased at PXs by
0- .;7 Qi
5. ”\Iakmo luxuw tax rebates of 11-47 0/, on gifts

purchased at 1etq1l stores and sent home via Red
Cross wravning centers,
4. Giving free conducted tours to Americans all
thr ougn Trance. ‘
Opening  special night-clubs ‘and - entertainment
facilities for American soldiers.

W]

“Gz‘m”nq us 830 francs a -uonth is just a way  for z‘he

Freich to get off the hook for all the LPrz(E Lcase .swﬁ we've
gnen them.’




&9

The. 850 francs are in no way connected with - FLend-
Lease, The gift is not to be deducted from the French
government - debt or commitments under Lend-Tease.
It has no reciprocal basis of any kind. Tt is an outright
gift, Ttwil ultimately cost the French around 340,290,000

“T}’e-'z's, S50 francs o wmonth gift to is has soniething
Ashy wbout 3.

There’s nothing fishy about it.
“All Tooks yellow to the janndiced eye’

- Alexander Pope.

PN
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90 “The black market in France is disgraceful I

It s, Most Prenchmen think it is, too. The French
newspapers are full of daily criticism_of the black market.

Why did the black market arise in France ? The basic
reason for any black market, in France or in any comntry
at war, 1s thqb there iz a g:eab Qholta ye of cerrain zoods
which people need.

Why were {and arve) there great ehmtacre,s i France ?
Largely because during four years of occupation, the
Gertnans stripped France bave, plcked ner clean as «
boune, (Tn Marseille, the food depot for the whole zouth
of France, the Germans took 609/, of the food that was’
heing @Llpped in) And shen the Gérmans left they
took along evarything they could lay their hands on.

There was another important reason for the black
market, Dunno four vears of occupation, thousands
of French men and wornen who were fu. gitives trom the
Gebrapo or members of the resistance, had no identifi-
cationz cards and no ration cards, lhev could only live
throwgh false papers. They ecould onlv five 111€Q1M\“
They Could only live by getting food and supplies — from
the black market. So the black marked took on a guality
whick we never had in the United States: it hecame
patrictic for many people to patronize the black market.
It -was one way of’ continuing to fight German 1ule, one
way of getting supplies with which to carry on resistance.
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LT s

o \.;%ﬁ"}uﬂ /f{,r}’f/ of Ehe Germans, )
st mnarket in France is.nob, as it vas n {menm
- for relative Inxuvies (Da&ohne; whizkey, steaks,
{n Trance, no city family econld get eaounh
) the rations doled out by the Giermans. (onm
"ne Hiheration of Paris in 1944, the Parisians were
ween 1,007 and 1,225 calores of food per daxv.
vies A fia" is considered the 116(.6\:“11X NI
s not engaged m heavy wor k. (Thu average
ion 11v the Umtert States 1 3,367 calornes ct‘ulv
sation provides 4,000 1o 5, 060 calories a dav :
o black market })md‘dsem most Ewnchmen
not had enough to eal for four vears. Hence "T-he
"I WO Flenchmen dizcussing the black market,
“Wonld vou beowilling to ~t0p buying anything
and\ market for a week “Certamly. notw
reply. “i¥0 you want my children to go hungry 7

slack market in France will disappear when therc
unl food and supplies 1 the ordinary stores, in
vt ,luantlh to be sold at reasonable prices. Af
ich had more transportation to bring the mopa
cities, the black ﬁl&l]\.CL would do less business

the Tren

Termans, ncidentally, were notorious traders on
: market - for personal profit.

wi

out tha

Cepman authonnes did not try to stamp
market — becanse they bnew it _
raass 0F the French people thward their govern-

~
4

-
i

would increase
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ment and leaders.: The Germans used - every trick in
the. bag. to disrupt the Flench eeonon:g and demoralizé
French people ‘ :

Lastly. where did the French black market get 5:.111'311(’&11
cigareites, soap, candy, chocolate, razor blﬂ(le:., shoes 2
From American solchor . who sold them — on- the black
maxket, ' R ‘

91 Wy don't the French use stionger  meathods to. stop
the bl(chs ma.r/;eﬁ g ) Sono

" The French pcoplc ask that quosnon EVery dax

It is not our job to appraise the energy or the methads
‘of the French government. Ifisnotin pleme for Americans
to tell the French how to run their affairs. Thiv much,
 however, can he said. France ig pulling herself up bV
the bootstraps. It's verv easy to stand to one suie and
say, “Pull harder. It's a cinch. = Just pull harder.”

Trance is still “punch-drunk”, uncertain,  demoralized
from the war and the effects of the war. It is hard for
us. to realize the appalling toll which the war tool from
France, It is hard for us to realize how profoundiv the
entire economic and pélitical structure of France has.been
shaken by the events from 1940-1945,

France is tived, hungry: discouraged; poor; wealk. 'I‘he
Ilemh saw their country . defeated. Tbev saw soie. of
their leaders and hefoes sell them down the river. - They

‘hate-all thlc miore than we do.  They have o live with it.

“No Frenchman will'deny the mistakes France has made,

* the blows France has suffered; the long and difficalt road

that France must now take. But the way in which ¥ rance‘

will recover, the way in which the French will meet pro-

blems as grave and “difficuit as any she has ever known,

is something which the French pecple, acting clemoczatl—_
cally, will-decide for themselves.

- If there is.a moral for the world in all this, it is: don’t
ever let the Germnans or any other Fascist power heat
)ou ' e
If there is & lesaon for: Americans, it is: we don’t kick
afriend when he's down -— especially when he was Ic uonked

down by our enemy,

“The leaders of ihe. French ?fe<s‘-é'§f<'zz.7‘e:‘e were  belidnd
the blacﬁa 'marﬂ:gf. They all got rich e id.”

This .is fhe exact argument nsed by Dr. (_;—(_P!)l)é'n and’
the (zerman propaganda machine. The Germans wanted
'to smash  the resistance movement; they constantly
smeared the leaders of that movement. = Gabbels kept
hammering at the idea that those who- resisted German
rule were simply criminals. :

The French resistance used the black malket during
the four years of German oeeupation. They hac fe use
it, in order to survive. (See guestion § 90.) :




2 liberation of France, no group in France hos

th
MOID '-?-‘g mh,* f01m11t the !)lacl\ m;uhet and demfmdua
2 ':e

The latest check-up on pleasure driving by the Trench

toolr place on Sepfember 25, 1045 when French MPs

Sto; )ne-d hundreds of French mmtan’ vehicles in the greater
I“»u‘ £ Area In 4 SUrprise chech—up for official eredentials,
Al Tpeneh vehicles were stopped and each driver had to
prodies papers sbowing the car was being used fov offical

ra Trench civilians or military personnel who
GODrORET pApLTs. wers booked for court nctwon







ne Hasssians o the Brivish or the Clunese:

: '& ot want to form vour own opinion about how much
: : he French did to belp win the war, ask yourself these

- would burn you up more if they were n Gt._[.,-ﬂan : - guestions: Suppose the ¥French army and navy had

ToTIS, S ) . }C.Ale{i up with the Germans in 1920 {as Hiiler tried to

fora we invaded North Afvica. in ]qp onr crmem- o get gasm 10 do) ¢ Suppose. the French armies which

ment arranged to ¢ couip eleven French divisions, - IV hy by waes Sghting the Germans or the Jtalians bad been fighting

Bacanse every French Soldier took a place that might have Suppose. there had been no Frencly undew: Glmd
' - el vesistance, no French sabotage of Genﬁa-n

SO burng Ghe wp i g2 o F‘:"snb}';-rﬁan ugtng -~ Awnérican [ Ll

ek o 2
BHITTOTINS,

P

(15

had to be filled by an American. ‘ _ :

" The 11,000 French soldiers who were Iilled in achion ¥ ary vroduction. no Freneh espionage for SHAEF, B

after -Day were entitled to the uniforms in which they I Freneh guerrillas behind the German lines, no French i

dind. 7 _ : N } in Lentral France, ne FFL inside France ag we j_*;
Question © Where else could the French have gotten i Loour way throngh 7  How many more American o

uniforms 7 from the Germans ?© France was occupled J des do you think we would have lost ¢ ‘

the Germans when we were equipping the French Army.
Grestion © Why didn’t the French dve their uniforms,
to distinguish them ‘from curs ¢ Because theyv did not 93
hate the dyes. Why didn't we dye the uniforms before :
turning them over 1o the French 7 Because we wers

iz our dves for more important wor production pur-

Why didn't we or the Trevch provide more

recogmzed Dzencn insignia ¢ That was a mistake, -

{,»._.....-.u _

e down't Frewch soldicrs ever clean their eunforrir‘i 2 i

S

we French soldier got oniy one full uniform wsned to
it i3 nnpos:lbm for -him o draw another:-it is
' impossible for hum to purchage another.
Cleaning takes three to fowr weeks In France.
Why don t they use cleaning flnid 7 Because they don't
_ tave elea-nno fuid.
AP by don't they wash their uniforms ?  They do — but
i very POOr ersitz %ap Tt 1z the onh soap they
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day. How well could you keep up your u

‘ clothec- Reason 7. . Inmost l11ench COMINAL

until September, 1945, when this sum was cut 4
a month ($3.60). (This cut in pay came at a
the French government announced it woulc
American soldier in France 850 franes a montk #¢

-

The TIrench soldier gets a total pay of about- 22

12 Cents a dav ?

“[n. Paris you ses Jau;zrfleda of young Tmf
aJe, n olvilian clothes, W ]?J aren 't they ful 17 the

Many of them ave, even though they

the Paris area); enlisted men are ‘permitted to wees
clothes when they are on pass or off duty. TFze: :
in all commands are pnrmltted to wear eivifan sicthes
when off duty. : ‘

It is also worth remembering that in tae
the French had to reject 40 %% of the men ¢
physically mnfit for military - duty (and the
used were lower than those used In our arec

were so many voung IFrenchmen unfit Jg.f',t?

Because they were uncerfed by the Germans v the

- occupation. Because . tuberculosis and other. <iseases
spread, during the four vears of German- .

ncks

Because of the effects of World War 1.  (See st
Because the bhest Frehich youth were kiiled
disabled, or taken as slave laborers mto Ger:

S6.
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The Gleeh«oldle]s wore funny
licked the pants off the dashmgly dressed :

b are soppyl
¢ Tnow theyre i

lme kl

they put up an amazing fight against the wigh

Wehrmacht, the Panzers,
officers

Glerman
“eareless
CGermans who got the shellacking.

The drmy of Cleorge Washington often
~Their

raﬁﬁred mab.,

The Trench under Genera! Le Clere fou
from the heart of A :
Africa in-an
their wniforms then.

Tt might he helpful to remember that
(in the FTT,

fric

astomshing

called

“undizerplined”

and the Luftwaf
Ameprcan
soldiers — b

1~huno record is

CAIpalgn.,

soldiers Had been gnerrilla fighters

the resistance).
like guerrillas..

“ I-’Vk-y‘ Ao Frencl soldiers-

forms ¥

Kéme
around.

do

They still dress.

some

“don't.

lnok:

Check

20

‘a to Lake Chad a :
No drne sreered &b

act and

Slopng i

this
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wid ol vm, gouwl was av:Z tha publiciiy the French
s getl rf!e the Boguis and the FFI — e‘ft? PFL
’fmrf? il z‘}feﬁ W WS mfrr,rfjrmzw? in-the p/e>s

Liocal papers always plav up local news, © Local papers
& proud of the deeds of local boys, It was as natural
or the French to praise the ﬁcrhtmfr of the French as it
¢ for the Botsford Bugel to give front-page space to
the zetumn of Ple Blmer Glutz on the day we - dropped
he atomic bomb on Japan,

F8t’s publiciry in the American press Mucn vou're

gogu,tmc 1o, then criticize American news pldcrmr\nt"

ot French vanity, The story of the maqms and ¥I1
vas o “natwal’” news story.  It's the kind ~of story that
has hit the front pages ever since there wers wars — and
fnew YSpapers 1o report on them.

Ay for the role the FET and the Maguis p]aved in the
agranst Germany, see the statement% of General
T}frftmn and Generad ?atoh under guestion 7

$0 stols  everything  they  could ot
i They stole o Fa3, GeEp
e b ? in ’*CN‘ guards over every vehcle,”

4
-
SN
r
Cry

k]

Frenoty soldiers certainly did steall e Jdun't

17 some Awerteans,  The Lrench Mdn’t like that,

08, witinns,

soicliers live |
e tromed ta. Dur own
1o methods”
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gt were wl e ol ‘orfzf;fon-isfg nooon . 164 r France fell, the French laid down and b the
R S : : wall all over them. They just warted for us
©s the line Geebbels nsed. The Gormans exset J ‘ ¢ them, Why dide’t they put up ¢ Fght 2
\10;39’;31141 %ﬂom to make ny think fr;egz :ij :01 |
anee  in Ane ! -
: ‘\i‘&arg tried to ;LO?;; ar ﬁaﬁ;ﬁfﬁfﬁ‘f andt Negt o f 1"0» of Freneh men, women and children put up

- g qqe\ ions 17,95, 164, & resistanse, : g fight that took 3111111@115& guts, skill and patience.

: i i Fighting French never stopped fighting — 1w the
S North Africa, Traly, and up through Froyice with
43 . . 7 th Army.

Sermrns. f is how the Irench people inside Trance foughc

Tisagree with that. The Clormans ' wans after the fall of France .

' 0 get more Franchmen to collabo tb 7 sabotaged pzodue:tzon i war pbnt% Lhev

g why she Jqﬂ @ 0 many host wzes. T TRies ved parts, damaged machmery, slowedd down ph)-

¥ desf'o»ed 344 conm unities for « cnu o wt’s why n, changed blue-prints. :

Tntfitary operations, mes™ not eonnected ey oy namited power . plants, warehouses, irans-

e {/?I’leblb overran France in 1940, FOP WO years i HTI[}&%‘ {?he\ wrecked traim. They destroged

aged every promise, tr ; wars. : ' 5 hev damaged locomotives. :

) 5 people U; wosl mt“ L{f};j?ﬁf;eaﬂup to induce the - orpamzed arm ed groups which fought the German

“rinachine. Ther offered  work é; ?i ‘:'Ile;‘ German wa the Cestapo, the Viely militis,

Cgabvileses and provection (Lm;d\ uii:m }god clothes; {hey executed French collaborationists,

Occuuatmn roles.” And i 511{ of T{lmm ?“be ander. a7 acted as a great spy army for SH AEY in London.

sre perviod, about 75,000 Trench ; HU 1 ¢ uunﬂgw that Thes fansmitted as m any s 300 veports a day to SHALE S

Jermans admitfed the campaion was Uh‘ xez; e‘m“ed' i - ©on German troops  movelnents, military m:tf_JLmrrw

LVE (Legion Q(ﬂoimn.,' me;;e‘” HllureF ) b and the nature and movenent of military ~apnhe\
AROY Armly that the Germans tried 10)01}--‘18 1611:31 _ e They got samples of new Cerman weapons and e splo-
ntis Aop. janize, was sive powder to Londond

van an elaborate ‘underground vailway”  for
shot-down American and British flyers back to

uaz facts on how he_henm fonght the Sef!nan%
1843 vatd the itheration, see g stzfm:, V18, 104
s Ly = 1

41 | . o a;

INFANTRY JOURNAL Library
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.iji'g'land. They hud. clothed. fed and smuggled out of |

France over 4,000 American airmen and parachutists.
“S{Getting food and clothes 10t easy when voure on a
starvation ration vourself. Ii's risky to forge identifica-
tion “pjapers.) Every American alrman rescued meant
half a dozer-french lives were risked. On an average.

one Frenchman was shot ceery tivo fiowrs, from 1940 to 1944

by the Germans in an effort to stop French sabotage and
‘agsistance to the Allles.

The Termans destroved 344 comununitiés (62 comple-
tely) for “crimes” not comected with military operations.
Perhaps the Germans realized better than we do the relent-
less fight against them which the French people waged,

An official German report, quoted in the Christion

Science Moniter on December 26, 1942, stated sadly :-
“For systematic inefficiency and criminal carelessness thev
{the French) are unsurpassed in the history of -modern

industrial lahor.”
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135 Yoy

wouldn't Hink they'd even besi in the war the
var Hhe way a city like Pupis Tooks””

Ko, vou wouldu't. You can’t tell
France by a stroll down the Champs Elvsees, just as you
conldn’s tell what the war cost. America by a watk down
the Atlantic City boardwalk. _

You can’t, i Pans, see the 1,115,000 French men and
women and children who died, were wounded, were in
concentration canips, or were shot as hostages. You
can’t sse the food and supples that were taken Ifrom

France, You can't see thie 12,551,83%9,000 man-hours

of fabor that the (ermans took for themselves, You
can’t see the meagre rations that the French were fed.
You .,axft see the malnutrition that the Germans caused.
(70 9 of the men and 55 ¢, of the women in France lost
an average of 12 9%, of thewr weight ]

Tou can’t see the mcerease (300-400 o) in tL})elc‘ﬂO\h
diptheria, typhoid fever, infantile paralyvsis. You can’t

see the mzmbem of habies who were born dead because

of the food and milk shortages,
on the Champs Elvsees. B

If won want more facts, read the answer to the next
question, '

You don’t see rickets

7

“LAe French gof of pretiy easy in the wor)

what the war cost

....W-;.___v.f____:._x.\__-'__.__m,

. Ix prozix

ARty ir o sualiien

Iu]le:.; .. C
k3! Om’lnd ...... - .
" ta} .

i casuallics
1 n bombmm e
Battle of F'ranc

=
B

I i other -military
rationsg. .
O INASEacT

Total civilians Lifled
in France. ...
Dieporiees killed or dicd
Germitiny

"PO:’ _-iml prisoners. ...

PllbOﬂLl& of War.......

otal. ..o e

ALTREEIN
230,000

430,000

60000,

50,000
20,000

40,060

150008

150,600
20,000

w Co you call “pretty easy " Here | 1% v.hat thiz war

oy
Wy
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Total civilians and (Eeporfeeﬂ wlled or

died .. ... Lo i L 330500
Dieabled cwilions
In France.... ... .. 127,000
Deportees retwned from
Germanvy. . ......... 228000 -
Total ... o .335.000

Total i "{UJ anel (Z?,.:Zza?g fidfed
Total military ond civilians Jilled,
wounded, disabled . ... ... 11

IX 3IAPRRIALY

1,785,000 buildings were destroyed. BN

5.000 bndﬁes were blown-up.

Three-fifths of all French railvoad stock
destroved or taken to Germany by (erme:
refreated in 1943,

Half of all the livestock in France was lost

Three-fourths of all the agrieultural eg
lost. : _
12.500,000,000 man-hours of laber, which
- Frenchmen were forced to perform foxr the
were lost to I'rance,

The national deht i-??.r.."nzr:.-.émﬂ 32 billion dollevs,

100

S S UL

SIS SN

These figures represent a loss to. France of

national. weahh — or the toral ea: nings of all
for two vears,

T LieOn
Deportees.. .. ., 745.000
Torced  w o ]\.rl\ m
France . | L ;(‘) ]
“Industrial workers in
French plants (wor-
Luw for Germany). 2,500 000

Agr 1cultu1a1 W 01Ler*
growmg  crops  for
Crerman  conacrin- :
tion.. e 780,000

“lotal. .. 4,805,000

Hours of worle lost 1o
Irance due o mass
deportations. . . .. 7427304000

Hours of worle lost to
France hecause of
forced laborin France
forthe Germans.. . 3.124.253.000

Total.... .... 12

,5351.639.000

\.J

Ik
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buildings, agricultare,
nstry, war naterial ete. Cee s
exchange extortion (ae‘mn‘r
. *‘1e franc at 70 franes to the mark,
“‘\t%u of & the real <value —
Ciofrancs toothe mark).. L.
Faasions to military and civilian dead
and cisabled. ...
payments to malrtain
army of ocoupation. .

fraction of

{erman
Agriculttieal products taken by

mans or damaged. . RN
Transport and Cummumcanoﬁ dqmm-

L T . e e

witioned

and removal coste. ...,
ar miaterial taken by Germans or
d\mauﬂri

L T .

!\‘J

[,

o

242.000,000,000

832 ,000,600,000

668,233,000, UO'

i

BR27.282 000,600

1,000, 000
0,600,000

245,361,000,000

10Z, 000,600,000

o7

fed total money cost to France
e war b O3 hillion dolars,
trrated total cost o' UH, — 3@0 billion dollars.
iz about one fourteent’q the size of the United

an put nearly all of France into Tiah and Nevada..

vy don’f hejr geldo work and velbuild thely countiy 27

wrench Minister of Finance recently reported that
sandustries ave begmmng to operate at 709, of
. The rebuilding of France 1 a treniendons

auch will take a-long time.  Shortages of coal,

12, electricity, novwer, transport, and manpower

ade & more rapid recovery imuossible. :
: a*”tm France foune thar of its pre-
awing swere left ;

LG, th(\ LOU
- the J'::,\c-mnmi'x'es,‘

the 0 GAVS.

" the < and autcinobiles
‘the perchant marnne.

rgle factor which is holding
the a‘noltawe of epal. On
nformation analyzed

103

procduction
1545, our Offies of War {




sconomie conditions i France and poited oul bow “he

coal crisis has plunged France into a vicious cirels. 25
could not operate without timber pit props o s
the ceilings of tunnels in coal veing as thev were
“But the transportation needed to bring
also needed coal with which to overate.

CUoal shortages have ocaunzed as many :s-hrr-v
French fac‘tone\ as have the grave shortag
esgentinl raw wmaterials,

And never forget the loss to France of 1.113.€
tkilled, wounded or disabled) out of a populatio
at around folt_v million in 1840, This 1z a
blow o the manpower .tmeme_d tor rebuilding.
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08 AN French politicians are corrupt.’?

109

Ccerned : we have a “two- -party’” form of aduir _

.

That's as silly as saying that all American politicians
get graft, Some French politicians ave comupt. So
axe some American politicians,

Incldentalh the Cerman propaganda line for French
pohtzr» was, <Al French politicians are corvupt.”  The
{jermans a‘nted the French people to lose confidence
nt thewr leaders, i their government, and— most of
all — in democracy itself, The Germans Ten a gigantie
siear campaign before the war, during the war, and
charing the cceupation,  The only French polivicians of
tmportance whom the Germans®did nof smear were —
Petain and Lavel. They, said the Nazis, were not corvupt.
Odd, isn't it ?.

“The French don't have a
got too many particg.They ne

1f uﬂsztl <2,h,w P, ’ m]ifj e
et fo(]m‘fgo,

The Fretch political system is a demouaw. It is
like curs in its hasic principles ¢ freedom of speech, freedom

“of 16110'1011, freedom of the press, freedom of the vote,

romority rights, protection under the law, trial by jury, ete.
The b‘,’qti‘lll rhﬁert from ours as far as parties ave com-
sivation ;

the French have many pavties.

198

The French have a political party for ‘almost eveiy.
conceivable political position. They i:!‘t believe that
“there are two ways of locking at. “thin ngs” ; the French
think there aye doz.en\ of ways, “and that if enough pegple
hold to any one way they have a right to be representes

“in the government,

Trench electoral practice has not encouraged party
organtsation such as ours, The elections to the Chamber
of Dupuuﬂ are inore like gur municipal (city) elections
than our national elections. In our ciry elections, people
frequently  vote for their friends and neighbors, — for
men rether than parties. This is true in France, too,

The French mutiple-party system has this advantage

it gl'\ €4 every "‘WOH}) of any size a Tvoice in- FOVernment.,

a chance to get itz prograr considered, a chance to 5_1»
certain Jaws passed. :
- The muadtiplespartv systent has this grave dis advantage

m France. no ene party controls a majerity of the XOtCC_

Jin the Chainher of Deputies: Cabinets ave always com

bination or coalition cabinets. The Premisr has to rvelv
on persuasion. It is easy for such cabinets to be over-
thrown, It is relatively hard for such cabinets to work
together, on & common program. for many vears; with
eac‘\ new probleny ov sach new crims, the cabinet can ez Qﬂ;?
‘be broken up. ~

’Thé TFrench today are veérv-amuch aw

ave of me ftanff{?n

and disadvantages of a mulfiple-party How
they will solve 1t, bow they will rranddare wide 1ep egernt-
163
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cof 8O3,

S‘ociahst ;)aln fcar e\ample iy Jlelrhel Larilocd

10,;6' fiddle-class : it 1s a” middle-of-the- road " palt

_ (IT-‘ name is a carry-over fzom the past.)

twenty vears, the great majority of T'r ead\-
W ele nmthu'

o1 the past
wmen have vobed for men and parties that
-extreme Left nor extreme Right,

In the last pre-war elections of 19:‘;[; the.parties of the

Fopular Front' (Radical Socialist, - ‘Qocialict, and Com-
munist), which stood for a sort of New Deal Lrograln,
gor 382 seats in the Chamber of Deputies out of a total
808, The partles of the Bight, which opposed the
Fogular Front, got 222 seats. ; '

Since the MHberation, the Irench have held mummpaJ :
1945 and cantonal elections in Sep- .
1943, The voting strength of the main varties

slgctions in May

in faose elections was approximately as follows :

110

socialist. It is the nartv of small farmers and tHe

Naie of Parly Ol Tote cast ©l vote cast,

_ May 1945 Sept. 1945
Communist Party. ..o ... ..., 17 21
Socialist Party. ...... e i5 24
Radical Socialist Party. ......... 32 24
Popular Republican Movement..... 5 9

M “The French are Comstunist.”

© The Commlmzqt Party got 10 seats in the Chamber of
Deputies in the 1932 elections, and 72 out of 608 seats
in the 1936 eIectlom For then‘ vote in 1043, see que~tmn
110,

M2 “France is a decadent nation.”

How does one measure decadence ? .
The Germans said, “Demaocraties are decadent.,

111
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