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The P. Frank (Philip Francis) Price Collection

Biographical Sketch

Dr. P. Frank (Philip Francis) Price was a noted missionary to China for over 50 years
with the Presbyterian Church of the United States (Southern) and, with his wife Esther Wilson
Price, was intimately involved with the Chinese people and the fostering of stronger ties between
China and the United States. P. Frank Price was born in Richmond, Virginia on July 2, 1864.
His father Philip Barbour Price held a pastorate in Richmond and his mother's family owned a
plantation outside of Richmond name "Marion Hill." At the death of his mother in 1870, P.
Frank's father moved to Rockbridge County, Virginia having accepted a pastorate at High Bridge
Presbyterian Church. Young P. Frank split his time between "Marion Hill" with his Aunt Julia,
affectionately called "Dudu," and High Bridge with his father. He attended Hampden-Sydney
College from 1882-1884 and Union Theological Seminary, then attached to Hampden-Sydney,
from 1886-1889. In 1889 the Presbytery of Montgomery ordained the Rev. P. Frank Price and
the young minister carried out evangelistic work in western parts of Virginia until deciding to
become a missionary to China in 1890 as a missionary of the Lexington Presbyterian Church.
Reverend Price began his missionary work in Soochow. In 1892, P. Frank met and married
Esther Wilson, a missionary who had been in China since 1888. Rev. and Mrs. Price worked in
Kashing province until 1912 and later in Nanking from 1912-1941. Davidson College awarded
Rev. P. Frank Price an honorary doctorate of divinity in 1908. Dr. and Mrs. Price had five
children, Frank, Philip, Leighton (died 1903), Julian and Harry. Dr. Price served as a professor
of systematic theology at Nanking Theological Seminary from 1912-1941. The Prices not only
carried out evangelistic and educational work, but they also ran a medical clinic and
administered the Good Samaritan Fund founded by Dr. Price in 1889 for the disadvantaged and
destitute.

In addition to missionary work, P. Frank wrote a number of articles and pamphlets on
China and the Chinese People including his tract The White Harvest Fields. Dr. Price founded
and edited the Nanking: Notes and Notices publication that discussed local events in the Nanking
religious community. Dr. Price served as moderator of the first meeting of the Church of Christ
in China in 1922. On furloughs to the United States, Dr. and Mrs. Price spoke to thousands of
people in talks and addresses on China. During one such furlough in 1936, the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church of the United States elected Dr. Price as their moderator for the 1936-
1937 term. Dr. Price also served as co-chairman of the Nanking International Relief Association
and as President of the China Christian Endeavor Union. The Prices lived in China during the
first four years of the Sino-Japanese War and witnessed many of the horrors associated with
Japanese rule. With his retirement from missions work in 1941, Dr. Price returned to the United
States and made his home Florence, South Carolina. During his time in Florence, Dr. Price
continued his correspondence and interest in Chinese affairs and published a weekly article in a
local newspaper entitled, "Talks on Timely Topics." Esther W. Price died in 1950 after a pro-
longed illness. Dr. Price spent his last years at the McLeod Infirmary in Florence where he
served as chaplain until his death on May 10, 1954.




The P. Frank (Philip Francis) Price Collection

Scope and Content

The P. Frank (Philip Francis) Price collection is arranged in series according to the type
of material involved. These series include: General Materials, Religious Materials, Writings and
Articles, Family and Funeral Materials, Miscellaneous Materials, a Postal Card Collection, the
Circle Letter Collection, Sermon Notes collection, Journal Collection, and Diary Collection. The
vast span of time which the collection covers (1869-1978) allows the research to see changing
trends in the field of missions, American-Chinese relations, and the work of the Price family
through three generations.

The first 7 boxes of the collection comprise the General Materials series. The General
Materials series includes correspondence, newspaper clippings, article clippings, small
pamphlets and booklets, programmes, and other assorted materials arranged chronologically by
year. The Religious Materials collection, Box 8, includes materials relating to the "Good
Samaritan Fund, " sermon and service materials, and manuscripts for religious articles and
books. The Writings and Articles series, Box 9, includes articles written not only by P. Frank
Price but also includes copies of articles and manuscripts written by Dr. P. Frank Price's son, Dr.
Frank W. Price. In addition to the actual writings of members of the Price family, Box 9 also
includes background and research material concerning Japanese Militarism and material on
China in the 1930's and 1940's. The Family and Funeral materials series, Boxes 10 and 11,
include notes on the Price family as well as the Wilson family. This series includes letters and
materials relating to P. Frank Price and Esther W. Price's early lives. The funeral materials in
this series include general funeral materials used by Dr. Price in his ministerial capacity and
materials relating specifically to Esther W. Price's funeral in 1950 and Dr. P. Frank Price's
funeral in 1954. The Miscellaneous Materials series, Boxes 12 and 13, includes various
materials on Asia and China, particularly copies of the Nanking Notes and Notices bulletin,
materials from Nanking Theological Seminary and Converse College, and assorted photographs
(Box 12). Box 14 includes Dr. P. Frank Price's postal card collection and a nearly complete
collection of the "Circle Letters" arranged chronologically (1928-1954). Box 15 houses a
sermon note collection used by P. Frank Price. The Journal Collection, Box 16, includes memo
books detailing expenses, etc. and religious notes. The Diary Collection, Boxes 17 and 18,
includes diaries kept by P. Frank Price from 1940-1948 and 1950-1952. Also included in Box 18
are two diaries detailing the anniversary of Mrs. Esther W. Price's 80" Birthday celebrations in
1946.

The P. Frank Price collection not only covers a large span of time but also covers a large
range of interests and participants. The collection gives a good insight into the reality of life in
China for Westerners and Chinese alike from Imperial days to the establishment of Communist
China. The collection includes such topics as the period of the Warlords, the Tokyo Earthquake
of 1923, the rioting against foreigners in Nanking in 1927, the Japanese invasions of Manchuria
and mainland China, and the struggle between the Nationalist government of Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Communists. The collection contains correspondence with
Chiang Kai-shek and Madame Chiang, Presidents Roosevelt and Eisenhower, and other notables.



The collection is not limited to correspondence and materials relating solely to Dr. P. Frank
Price. The collection is really a "family collection" relating to the entire Price family, many of
whom were intimately involved with work in the Far East. There are materials relating to P.
Frank Price's sons Frank W. and Essie and M. Price, Harry and Betty Price, Julian and Clara
Price, Philip and Octavia Price, Mrs. Rebecca Wilson (Esther W. Price's sister), and other family
members. Therefore the only real weakness of the collection remains its sheer breadth and
complexity of events.
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The P. Frank (Philip Francis) Price Collection

Container List

Description

Letter 1869

General Correspondence 1892-1899

Booklet: The Opening of Sin-Chang, 1894 containing an
address given by Rev. P.F. Price to missionary colleagues
on April 15, 1894

Programme from Southern Presbyterian Missionaries and
Native Assistants conference held at Soochow, China,
June 5-9, 1896

Copy of The Central Presbyterian, October 6, 1897
Passenger card from O.S.S. Coptic, 1898. Detailing trip
from Yokohama to San Francisco via Honolulu during trip
to the United States during first furlough (1898-1899)
Article: “China Is An Open Door,” 1899

General Correspondence 1900: Including colouring book
belonging to Frank W. Price

General Correspondence 1901

General Correspondence 1902

General Correspondence 1903

Copy of The Central Presbyterian, October 3, 1900
Missionary Calendar of Prayer 1901

The Sinchang Field 1903

General Correspondence 1904

John Leighton Price’s death 1904

General Correspondence 1905

Booklet (story) written by Frank W. Price 1905

General Correspondence 1906

General Correspondence 1907

General Correspondence 1908

Articles: “From OQur Own Correspondent” (2 items)
Announcement of the opening of the Dongshang Hospital
with regulations, rates, and calendar for 1908

General Correspondence 1909

General Correspondence 1910. Including a letter written
from the R.M.S. Lusitania June 13, 1910

Article: “The Rioting And Rebellion In Chekiang Province
January 1910 (from Shanghai Times)

Copies of The School Advertiser 1910 from Fountain Inn,
South Carolina (4 items)
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Notes from conference held aboard the S.S. Mongolia en
route to the United States concerning “Eastern Religions
and Christian Missions” during second furlough (1910-
1911)

1910 check register

Note concerning Frank W. Price’s first sermon (1910)
Newspaper Clippings 1910

General Correspondence January-June 1911

The School Advertiser January 1, 1911 edition
Programmes from Women’s Missionary Union meetings
held in 1911 during second furlough (3 items)
Newspaper Clippings 1911

General Correspondence July-December 1911

Poems by Frank W. Price 1911

General Correspondence 1912

Pamphlets and programmes 1912

Catalogue of Nanking Theological Seminary 1912
General Correspondence 1913

Materials from Continuation Committee Conference 1913
General Correspondence 1914

Article: “How to Meet the Evangelistic Needs of China’s
Rural Population, A Symposium” from “7he Chinese
Recorder,” August, 1914

General Correspondence 1915

Davidson College Commencement Programme 1915
General Correspondence 1916

Article: “The Place of Bible Study in Mission Schools”
from “The Chinese Recorder,” May, 1916

Programme from the Fighth National Christian Endeavour
Convention held at Hangchow, April 6-10, 1916

Copy of the Christian Observer, My 24, 1916

General Correspondence 1917

Booklet: Prayer Meeting Topics for 1917

Copies of bulletins from the Union Church, Nanking, 1917
(4 items)

General Correspondence 1918

Articles and Pamphlets 1918

General Correspondence 1919

Hillcrest Commencement Week Programme 1919
Article: “A Temple Fire At Nanking” 1919
General Correspondence 1920

General Correspondence 1921
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Booklet: The White Harvest Fields of the Southern
Presbyterian Church by Rev. P Frank Price, D.D.
General Correspondence 1922

Notes of Dr. Benjamin Wilson at ordination and charge of
Frank W. Price as a minister and missionary to China, July,
1922

General Correspondence 1923

Booklet: The Day of Small Things

Wedding invitation for marriage of Frank W. Price and
Essie O. McClure, June 14, 1923

Letter concerning Tokyo earthquake of 1923

Tokyo earthquake survivors- news clippings

General Correspondence 1924

Sermon: “The Master Motive” Rev. P. Frank Price, D.D.,
Union Church, Nanking, November 16, 1924

Article: “More Mudken Men In Nanking”

General Correspondence 1925

Programme for the 25™ Meeting of the Mid-China Mission,
May 7, 1925

Article: “Mrs. Mary Horton Stuart” from “The Chinese
Recorder,” March, 1925

Wedding invitation for marriage of Philip B. Price and
Octavia D. Howard, November 3, 1925

1925 news clippings

General Correspondence 1926

Copies of the “Nanking Bulletin” 1926 (5 items)

The Monthly Messenger, 1926 (3 items)

General Correspondence 1927

Bulletins 1927

Article: “The Barrage at Nanking” 1927

Newspaper Clippings 1927

General Correspondence 1928

Printed Materials 1928

General Correspondence 1929

List of the procession for the state funeral of Dr. Sun
Yat-sen 1929

Printed Materials 1929

General Correspondence 1930

General Correspondence 1931

Religious Education Fellowship Membership Card 1931
Booklet: “I Am Not Afraid!”

General Correspondence 1932

Religious Materials 1932

“The China Press” December 11, 1932 edition
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Emergency Bulletins prepared by P.F. Price during the
Sino-Japanese War of 1932

General Correspondence 1933

Religious Materials 1933

General Correspondence 1934

Nanking Union Church: “Notes and Notices” 1934

(3 items)

General Correspondence 1935

China Notes 1935

General Correspondence 1936

Religious Materials 1936

Booklet: A Day Or More In Nanking China by Ralph A.
Ward

General Correspondence 1937

Article: “My Spiritual Conception of Good Friday” by
Generialissimo Chiang Kai-shek

Religious Materials 1937

General Correspondence 1938. Including impressions of
the Sino-Japanese War.

Religious Materials 1938

Esther Price’s 50™ Anniversary of service in China, 1938
Religious Materials 1939

Letter from Madame Chiang Kai-shek, November 1939
Letter to President Roosevelt, August 1, 1939

Calendar from 1940 with Chinese prints

General Correspondence 1939. Including correspondence
with Generalissimo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek and
notes concerning Frank W. Price’s return to China in
January 1939

New China Newsletters 1939

General Correspondence January-June 1940

Article honouring Dr. P.F. Price for 50 years service as a
missionary in China, February 8, 1940

Copies of “Nanking: Notes and Notices” January-March
1940 (4 issues)

General Correspondence July-December 1940

Nanking Union Church material (2 items)

Obituary for Dr. Samuel S. Guerrant leading Virginia
orchardist 1940

General Correspondence 1941. Including final
correspondence from P.F. Price and E.W. Price from
China.

Religious materials and articles 1941

General Correspondence 1942



19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

NANER VS I b I

(== B e GV

10
11
12

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

General Correspondence January-June 1943

Religious materials and articles January-June 1943
General Correspondence July-December 1943

Religious materials and articles July-December 1943
General Correspondence 1944

Religious Materials 1944

Good Samaritan Fund material 1944

Copy of the “National Herald,” Chungking, December 25,
1944

General Correspondence 1945

Religious Materials 1945

Articles by P.F. Price 1945

Article and statement regarding General Chiang Kai-shek’s
religiosity 1945

General Correspondence 1946 (Part 1)

General Correspondence 1946 (Part 2)

Religious Materials 1946

Article: “The 1946 Version Of The New Testament — From
A Reader’s Point Of View” published in the Union
Seminary Review, May 1946

General Correspondence January-June 1947

Religious Materials January-June 1947

Newspaper article with photograph of Harry B. Price 1947
Article: College of William and Mary attitudes toward race
relations 1947

Letter to Madame Chiang Kai-shek, April 17, 1947
Manuscript notes for “A Cycle Of Cathay,” 1947

General Correspondence July-December 1947

Material relating to the International Missionary
Conference held at Whitby, Canada and attended by

Frank W. Price, 1947

Letter from Madame Chiang Kai-shek, December 30, 1947
Newspaper articles 1947

General Correspondence 1948

Good Samaritan Fund material 1948

Letter from Madame Chiang Kai-shek, June 19, 1948
Religious materials 1948

General Correspondence 1949

Religious materials and newspaper articles 1949

General Correspondence 1950

Religious materials and newspaper articles 1950

Copy of letter with mention of Frank W. Price having a
meeting with Secretary of State George C. Marshall in
1947 to discuss affairs in China
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General Correspondence January-June 1951

Newspaper articles January-June 1951

General Correspondence July-December 1951. Including
many letters from Frank W. Price inside Communist China.
Newspaper articles July-December 1951

General Correspondence January-July 1952

General Correspondence July-December 1952

Newspaper article detailing Frank and Essie Price’s return
from China in November, 1952

General Correspondence January-June 1953

Religious materials January-June 1953

General Correspondence July-December 1953

Bulletin from New Monmouth Presbyterian Church on the
occasion of Dr. Frank W. Price becoming pastor

General Correspondence 1954

Governmental Affairs Institute Correspondence 1954
Newspaper articles 1954

Letter to President Eisenhower and quoted reply 1953
Correspondence written in Chinese

Miscellaneous letters with unknown dates

Good Samaritan Fund: General Materials

Good Samaritan Fund: “The Children’s Fund”

Good Samaritan Fund: Material 1948-1951

Notes on early China missions

“Anthology of Missions” Notes (FWP)

Constitution of the Piscataqua Missionary Society (1804)
Sermon notes, etc. (FWP)

New Monmouth Presbyterian Church materials (FWP)
General Funeral Materials

General Funeral and Religious materials

Sermons by P.F. Price

Pamphlet: “In An Emergency Dial Romans 8:28”

“The Message In Song”

Letters concerning the introduction of the Revised Standard
Version Bible

“The Larger Prophetic Mission of the Church”

Materials concerning notes for the manuscript A Story To
Tell to the Nations

Sermons by P.F. Price (c. 1940)

Miscellaneous History Notes

Sermon materials and notes (PFP)
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P.F. Price Writings
List of P.F. Price articles, etc. written in Chinese
Copy of the draft of the Sprunt Lectures delivered by

Frank W. Price at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond,

Virginia, USA, 1948

Materials for translation

China and Asia History Notes

Manuscript for China: Twilight or Dawn (FWP)
Chinese History Notes — Cycle Notes

Copies of articles written by Frank W. Price
Copies of the NEW CHINA: Weekly News Letter
1939-1941 (not fully inclusive)

China Information Service material (1940-1941)
Draft article: “America’s Share In Japan’s War Guilt,”
Frank W. Price, August, 1938

Wartime China Material

Japanese Militarism Material

P.F. Price Writings

Pamphlets on Japan and China

Wilson Family Genealogy

Reminiscences of Philip Barbour Price

Early life in China

Notes on Esther Echard Wilson’s early life

Notes on P.F. Price’s early life to 1890

P.F. Price 1885

P.F. Price 1889

P.F. Price 1890

E.W. Price Letters 1889-1892

Pamphlet: Japan and Korea, 1892

Programme from Hampden-Sydney College, 1883
Notes concerning P.F. Price and Essie W. Price’s early
lives

P.F. Price 1891

Biographies, tributes, notes, etc.

Who’s Who Clipping for P.F. Price

Notes on Virginia History

Notes on the history of Southern Presbyterian Missions in

China
John Leighton Wilson material

Letters regarding information on P.F. Price and E.W. Price

Tentative Outline of the [Price] Memoirs

Information regarding P.B. Price and other family members



11

12

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

fu—y

~ N oA

O

11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

DY e

John Leighton Wilson Letter, 1843

Family notes

Notes on Early China experiences

Family materials

Letters regarding T.H. Sun, 1965-1967 (FWP)
Family Notes

Correspondence regarding archival materials (FWP)
B.F. Wilson (brother of Esther Wilson Price) material

Material on Harry B. Price

Copy of A Song Above the Clouds, 1958

Copy of Accusation Against Frank Price, American
Imperialist Agent made by H.H. Ts’ui, General Secretary
of the Church of Christ in China’s General Assembly
during F.W. Price’s detainment in Shanghai early 1950’s
Libel suit request

General Family material
Recollections of P.B. Price 1899

Information concerning the “China Records Project” at the

Yale Divinity School Library 1978

Montreat Historical Foundation material

Draft of portions of the Price Memoirs

Esther Wilson Price: South Carolina Mother of the
Year 1943

Letter from Harry concerning Price Memoirs 1969
Family and China notes

Information on Chinese silk banner

Article concernint% comments made by the Postmaster
General at the 20" Anniversary Commemoration of the
Marshall Plan, 1967 (FWP)

Death and funeral material for E.W. Price 1950
Brief biography of E.W. Price

P.F. Price: Final Circle Letter, December 17, 1953
Funeral materials for P.F. Price 1954

Funeral materials for P.F. Price 1954

Condolence messages 1954 (cards and telegrams)
Obituaries for P.F. Price 1954

Draft of Will for P.F. Price 1954

P.F. Price: Condolence Letters, 1954, Part 1

P.F. Price: Condolence Letters, 1954, Part 2
Assorted Funeral Materials for P.F. Price 1954

Miscellaneous Asia materials
Miscellaneous Materials
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Miscellaneous Materials

Notes and Notices, 1933 (10 items)

Notes and Notices, 1934 (21 items)

The Monthly Messenger, 1925-1926 (6 items)
Notes and Notices, 1935 (12 items)

Nanking Notes and Notices, 1939 (4 items)
Nanking Notes and Notices, 1940 (27 items)
Catalogue of Nanking Theological Seminary 1921
Catalogue of Nanking Theological Seminary 1922
Catalogue of Nanking Theological Seminary 1931
Chinese Tract: The Beginning of All Things, 1900
China: Questions and Answers for Juniors, 1915
Miscellaneous religious material

Fifty Years In China: Esther Wilson Price, 1888-1938
“A Call For Prayer From China”

Converse College Material

Catalogue of Converse College 1900

Photographs: 19" Century-1910 (21 items)
Photographs: P.F. Price and E.W. Price Early Life in China
(6 items)

Photographs: Nanking 1938 (4 items)

Booklet: The Endeavorer’s Daily Companion For 1916 by
Rev. P.F. Price

Assorted Chinese Books (written in the original Chinese)
Assorted Chinese Books (written in the original Chinese)
The Union Church community notices 1916 (7 items)

The Union Church community notices 1917 (16 items)
The Union Church community notices 1918 (18 items)
The Union Church community notices 1919 (18 items)
The Union Church community notices 1921 (8 items)
“The Nanking Bulletin” 1922 (23 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1923 (25 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1924 (9 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1925 (29 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1926 (27 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1927 (5 items)

Nanking Union Church community notices 1929 (3 items)
“The Nanking Bulletin” 1930 (6 items)

- “The Nanking Bulletin” 1931 (2 items)

“The Nanking Bulletin” 1932 (1 item)
Correspondence from other missionaries
Copies of assorted Circle Letters
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Journal Collection

16-1

16-2
16-3
16-4
16-5
16-6

16-7
16-8
16-9
16-10
16-11
16-12

Inquiry concerning railroad route taken by Esther Wilson
(Price) in 1888 when embarking on her missionary journey
from the Eastern United States to San Francisco

Assorted Postal Cards pre-1934

Assorted Postal Cards 1934-1944

Assorted Postal Cards 1945-1952

Assorted Postal Cards 1953

Assorted Postal Cards 1954

Guide to Circle Letter Collection

Circle Letters No. 1-34

Circle Letters No. 35-68 (excepting No. 59 and No. 62-65)
Book: Detailing the celebration of Dr. P.F. Price’s 80™
Birthday, 1944

Collection of Sermon notes

1898 Traveling Expenses and notes during first furlough
(1898-1899)

Devotional memo book

Cash Book for the Good Samaritan Fund

Sermon notes

Survey of the Old Testament

Notes kept by Esther Wilson Price during retirement in
Florence, South Carolina, USA

Missionary Notes 1945

Missionary Notes

Homiletic Notes 1

Homiletic Notes II

Miscellaneous Notes

Miscellaneous Notes

Diary Collection 1940-1945

17-1
17-2
17-3
17-4
17-5
17-6
17-7

Diary 1940
Diary 1941
Diary 1942
Diary 1942
Diary 1943
Diary 1944
Diary 1944
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17-8
17-9

Diary 1944
Diary 1945

Diary Collection and Miscellaneous 1946-1952

18-1
18-2
18-3
18-4
18-5
18-6
18-7

18-8

Diary 1946

Diary 1947

Diary 1948

Diary 1950

Diary 1951

Diary 1952

Journal of presents given to Esther W. Price on the
anniversary of her 80" Birthday 1946

Journal of congratulatory messages received by Esther W.
Price on the anniversary of her 80" Birthday



