"THE ROCHESTER RAID"

In late December, 1944 the 100th Division was at a standstill after the first attack on Bitche was
halted.

The "Brass" knew that the area was ripe for a counterattack but was unaware that the Germans
were about to launch "Operation Nord Wind."

Our lines were stretched to the breaking point after Patton had turned north to help contain the
"Bulge" in the Ardennes. The 2nd Battalion, 398th Inf. was on line between Bitche and Petit
Rederching. There were reports of enemy action to our front and Battalion was interested in
knowing what was going on out there.

Lt. Bob Rush of "G" Company, who had received his battle field commission on December 18th,
was summoned to the Battalion CP and ordered to lead a combat patrol about a mile behind the
lines in the area of Dollenbach to determine what strength was in the area and to raise as much
havoc as possible. The code name for this operation was "Rochester."

The plan was to raid Dollenbach with "G" Company's first platoon of 26 men. The platoon was
way under strength so Rush had to rely on volunteers from the rest of the Company in order to fill
the ranks. The plans for the raid were fairly simple but had to be executed with perfect teamwork.
Rush divided the group into teams, each with its own objectives. There were ten two-man teams
and two three-man teams. (See list of teams on page 3) A session with the men involved was held
in Hottviller and Rush laid out the plan and explained each team's objective.

The patrol was to leave the lines through "F" Company directly across from Dollenbach, swing
down the hill to the right and hopefully find a way through the enemy lines to approach the town
from the east or "through the back door."

Fortunately December 30 was a very dark night allowing the group to proceed without detection
as long as they kept silent. As they approached where it was thought the German positions were,
the scouts whispered back that they could hear voices. The platoon reversed its path and swung
further to the right in hopes of finding a clear way through. When they turned again they were
fortunate to find no enemy and they slipped through undetected. Later it was surmised that the
jerries, in that area, were back getting chow.
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Shortly they were in position about 100 yards outside of the east edge of town. Team number 2,
whose job was to guard the entry, took its position on both sides of the road and the other teams
then started down the street to take their positions at buildings previously designated by Lt. Rush.

After the last of the teams had gone by, team 2 headed through the town to take its place at the
other side to protect the withdrawal.

The signal for the raiders to start action by firing into the buildings, throwing grenades and doing
all the damage they could was for Rush to fire his rifle but, before everyone was quite ready
someone fired a shot and all hell broke loose.

Lt. Rush's later report told of a chow line being fired into, grenades being tossed into houses and
everyone doing his job as efficiently as possible. His estimate was that perhaps 12 enemy were
killed and many more wounded.

As soon as each member of the patrol emptied his weapon and threw his grenades, he started to
get out of town as fast as possible. Nearly everyone was out in perhaps 10 to 15 minutes.

Team 2 could not complete its job of trying to determine if everyone was safely out as they
streamed by in such a hurry there was no way to keep an accurate count. After returning directly
to the "F" Company positions it was determined that only two men were not present. They had
been held up by enemy fire. A short time later they too returned to the "F" Company lines.

It was a very successful raid that was carried out with no "G" Company casualties.

Note: See "Stars And Stripes" article and Bob Rush's notes and list of those involved that was in
the "G" Company News Letter.



‘Rochester Raid’ Leaves
Dollenbach In Bad Shape

Coming i from the Kraut side of fown, a 26 man patrol,
known as the ‘Rochester Raid,” and led by sewly conmiissioned
Second Lieutenant Robert Rush of Co. G, 398th Inf lefi

The 23 year-old Lieutenant’s In the center of town, Pfc
plan so completely caught the Knight of Team No. 35,
enemy by surprise that the raid- happened upon ten Krauts
ing party suffered not a single coming out of a house. He
casualty while inflicting heavy killed two in the doorway and
losses. the others disappeared.
Deploying his men approxima- By this time the the Krauts had
tely 100 yards east of the village set up a machine gun at a point
proper, Lt. Rush split them up controlling the intersection of 2
into 12 teams and assigned a roads near the center of town. ?
certain mission fo each. At the ? 7 ? 7 was pinned down under
" close-in signal the teams went this fire for some time and was
into action simultaneously. late getting back to Co. F, from
Pfc James Hazen, of Hudson, where the patrol originated, but
Mich., a member of Team No. 2 the machine gun was reported
whose mission it was to protect silenced.
the enfry and withdrawal of the Meanwhile Lt. Rush and three
troops, was surprised by a Aalte teams were stationed at control
from a second story window. He pomfs i the village from where
turned, raked the spot with his they directed the patrol. Upon
tommy gun and Kraut tumbled withdrawing to their
out of the window. rendezvous pomi, they fossed
. Team No. 3 had its share of grenades info the remaining
excitement too. Eight Germans houses as they left the town.
were seen af a house designsied Hwasabadnighifor?7277?
on Lt Rush’s plan as house “C”. 7777771717171 711117117
Three were killed and the inside
of the house, into which the five Editors Note:
other Krauts ran, was sprayed This article was taken from the
with BAR fire. Continuing “Stars And Stripes™ dated

through 77?7277 sometime in early January
2277727227272727722?777 1945 Bob Rush has a copy of
another house and upon the original but some parts were

investigating found a Kraul not legible.

chow line inside. The _
doughboys emptied two BAR The Raid actually took place the
magazines into the line and night of December 30, 1944.
tossed a fragmentation grenade

for good measure.

Bob also kept his notebook showing the
teams and some notes that he took while
debriefing the men after the raid. We would
appreciaie baving any comments from
anyone that can help us fill m the blank
spots or any comments on their part in this
experience.

LIST OF TROOPS PARTICIPATING

7  Russ Norman

Team Name Home Town
1 Lloyd Thomton Canby, OR
1 Vemon Huskey St Louis, MO
2 RonStephens  Lyndon, OH
2 *J5im Hazen Hudson, M1
3 Leon Nelson Yancton, SD
3 *Don Gareis Snyder, NY
4 #fElbert Day Laurel Crk., KY
A # Sherman Gray ~ Winifrede, WV
5 ioht RS
5 Ed Homych Oregon City, OR
6 R.V.McMahon Crossville, TN
6 George Perry  Baistol, TN
6 #ohn Reynolds  Brantly, AL
7 Ray Hunt Durham, NC

Wilkes-Berre, PA

S¢¥Frank Kershisnik St Panl, MN

8WBobBoos  Chicago, IL

8 Gordon Murray Crosswell, MI

9 Bob Proctor Philadelphia, PA

2 Ralph Eckles Sanford, F1.
10 H#Ben Korchmar  Cincinnati, OH
10 ##Bemie Mika San Angelo, TX
11 #“Red™Murray Poriland, ME
11 # Ed McKenna New York, NY
12 # Tom Higgins Salisbury, CT
12  *Bob Rush Dothan, AL

* We have addresses for these men If
you have any information on the
addresses of the  others, please fet
us know.

# These men are deceased.
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THE HOUSE WHERE THE KRAUT HOLLARED “HAI
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LOOKS LIKE WW II BUT NOW IT IS A SCHNAPPS DISTILLARY




DOLLENBACH RAID
DECEMBER 30, 1944

THE GHOSTS RETURN TO RAID DOLLENBACH AGAIN



	



